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Of Prophets, Patriots, Demons And The Three “C’s” 

By Andy Caldwell 

   Speaking of prophets, theologian Paul Tillich asked 

“Is it a sign of patriotism or of confidence in one’s peo-
ple, its institutions and its way of life, to be silent when 
the foundations are shaking?  Is the expression of op-
timism more important than the expression of truth?” 

The three “C’s”: climate change, critical race theory 
and covid are not what they purport to be. The threat/
crisis presented by each to our socio-economic and 
body politic are being exaggerated for nefarious rea-
sons.  That is, the climate is always changing; no cul-
ture, empire or civilization was ever without some 
form of racism, prejudice and bigotry; and mankind 
will ever be afflicted with various diseases, plagues, 
viruses, and infections.  There is, after all, nothing 
new under the sun. 

Accordingly, the three “C’s” do not warrant their pre-
scribed remedies.  Ergo, we do not need to abandon 
nor destroy: our energy sources and economy for cli-
mate change; our constitution and institutions in the 
name of critical race theory; or our personal and eco-
nomic freedoms for covid. 

America is mortally threatened by the three “C’s” due 
to a dearth of critical thinking skills, abandoned histori-
cal values, our compromised institutions of church 
and state, and an atrophied spirit of faith and freedom.  
The following prescient warnings speak to our dire 
situation.   

From Brannon Howse documentary (via Janet Levy in 
American Thinker) “Brainwashed in America”- the 
twelve-step process of brainwashing (defined as “a 
method that manipulates and modifies a person’s 
emotions, attitudes and beliefs to induce them to give 
up basic political, social and religious beliefs and to 
accept contrasting regimented ideas) aimed at affect-
ing a Marxist revolution in America. 1) Removing prin-
cipled leadership.  2) Encouraging the questioning of 
values, convictions and the American world view.  3) 
Presenting a revisionist history that portrays the free 
market system as oppressive.  4) Propagating moral 
relativity to cloud the distinction between right and 
wrong.  5) Extolling consensus and collectivism while 
declaring individualism dangerous.  6) Focusing on 
emotions over facts, reason, and context.  7) Foster-
ing anxiety, confusion, social turbulence.  8) Conceal-
ing the ultimate agenda.  9) Using trusted individuals 
and institutions to enhance credibility.  10) Using in-

formants to zero in on those who don’t comply.  11) 
Rewarding compliance and punishing dissent.  12) 
Winning public trust by manufacturing chaos to lay the 
groundwork for a benevolent-seeming rescue.    

From Carl Sagan’s The Demon-Haunted World: “I 
have a foreboding of an America in my children’s or 
grandchildren’s time when the United States is a ser-
vice and information economy; when nearly all the key 
manufacturing industries have slipped away to other 
countries; when awesome technological powers are in 
the hands of a very few, and no one representing the 
public interest can even grasp the issues; when the 
people have lost the ability to set their own agendas 
or knowledgeably question those in authority; 
when....our critical faculties decline, unable to distin-
guish what feels good and what’s true, we slide, al-
most without noticing, back into superstition and dark-
ness.  The dumbing down of America is most evident 
in the slow decay of substantive content in the enor-
mously influential media, the 30-second sound bites, 
lowest common denominator programming, credulous 
presentations on pseudoscience and superstition, but 
especially a kind of celebration of ignorance.”  

Finally, from Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged: “When you 
see that in order to produce, you need to obtain per-
mission from men who produce nothing.  When you 
see that money is flowing to those who deal, not in 
goods, but in favors.  When you see the men get rich-
er by graft and by pull than by work, and your laws 
don’t protect you against them, but protect them 
against you.  When you see corruption being reward-
ed and honesty becoming a self-sacrifice.  You may 
know that your society is doomed”. 



Rep. Doug LaMalfa Highlights Need For Active Forest 
Management And Crackdown On Illegal Marijuana Grows 
By Katy Grimes 
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   LaMalfa made video series exposing or-

ganized crime illegal marijuana grows in 
Siskiyou County  
 
With the federal Resilient Federal Forests Act intro-
duced this week with the support of more than 70 bi-
partisan Members of Congress and over 85 organiza-
tions, California Congressman Doug LaMalfa stressed 
that California is a poster-child for what not to do – 
little to no forest management, and illegal marijuana 
grows in those forests and rural areas. “Communities 
across the West are being devastated by wildfires and 
there will be long-term negative impacts to our forests, 
our water quality, and wildlife habitat,” LaMalfa said. 
He noted that it is Republicans in Congress proposing 
solutions to help prevent the catastrophic wildfires 
California experiences annually now. He also said 
Democrat leadership has been ignoring this issue. 

LaMalfa knows what he’s talking about as a lifelong 
farmer representing California’s First Congressional 
District, which includes the rural counties of Butte, 
Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, Plumas, 
Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou and Tehama. 

Key provisions of the Resilient Federal Forests Act 
include: 

• Utilizing state-of-the-art science to triage the top 
10 percent of high-risk fire sheds. 

• Simplifying and expediting environmental anal-
yses to reduce costs and planning times of critical 
forest management projects while maintaining 
thorough environmental reviews. 

• Speeding up essential forest management pro-
jects by ending frivolous ligation. 

• Giving the Forest Service the necessary tools to 
restore watersheds, improve wildlife habitat and 
protect critical infrastructure and public safety in 
wild land-urban interfaces. 

• Accelerating reviews for salvage operations and 
reforestation activities to encourage quick refor-
estation, remove dangerous hazard trees and 
economically revitalize rural areas. 

• Incentivizing collaborative projects of up to 30,000 
acres to increase the pace and scale of active 

management. 

• Creating new, innovative authorities that increase 
tribal management of forestlands. 

• Codifying the principles of shared stewardship and 
permanently reauthorizing the Good Neighbor Au-
thority to ensure states are equal partners in forest 
management activities. 

• Removing cumbersome interagency consultation 
requirements that delay forest management activi-
ties and attract obstructionist litigation. 

• Expanding and improving existing authorities to 
address insect and disease infestations and in-
crease resiliency to wildfires. 

(Continued on page 16) 



Don’t Backslide On Pension Reform     
By Jon Coupal 
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  In the category of “good news, bad news,” Ameri-

ca’s recovering economy has had a significant posi-
tive impact on the Public Employees’ Retirement Fund 
(PERF), the primary investment fund administered by 
CalPERS. CalPERS is the largest institutional investor 
in the United States and it operates the pension pro-
gram for over 2 million current and retired California 
public employees. 

Last week, CalPERS reported a 21.3% rate of return 
for PERF over last fiscal year. That’s much higher 
than in previous years and is especially robust after 
more than a year of pandemic induced recession. (In 
February of 2020, the fund declined in value by $15 
billion in a single week). 

The total value of the PERF now, according to figures 
released by CalPERS, is $475 billion, an increase of 
about $80 billion over the last year. Investment perfor-
mance is just one contributing factor to PERF’s bot-
tom line, along with withdrawals for retirement bene-
fits and contributions by current employees and public
-sector employers. 

This is good news for California taxpayers. Most of 
the public pension plans in this state are “defined ben-
efit” plans, meaning that retirees are guaranteed a 
sum certain; as opposed to “defined contribution” 
plans, which operate more like 401(k) accounts that 
may be vulnerable to wide variations in the market. 

The problem with defined benefit plans, from the per-
spective of taxpayers, is that they are responsible to 
ensure payment of those promised benefits later, 
even if there isn’t enough money in the retirement 
fund to cover them. Because of the risk to taxpayers, 
many states have converted to defined contribution 
plans which, from the taxpayer and employer per-
spective, are much less risky. 

The positive investment performance might help reha-
bilitate CalPERS’ reputation given that CalPERS has 
a sordid history of scandal and mismanagement. Just 
last year, CalPERS’ chief investment officer Yu Ben 
Meng resigned amid allegations that he had approved 
a $1 billion deal with a firm in which he was a share-
holder. 

In 2018, the chief financial officer got bounced for mis-
representations on his resume. And, in 2016, the CEO 
of CalPERS was sentenced to prison for taking bribes 
from a former CalPERS board member who never 

faced trial because he committed suicide. 

Many of CalPERS’ previous problems were due to 
overpromised pension benefits and, regrettably, that 
continues to be the case. California has the most gen-
erous pension benefits in the nation. 

A review by Transparent California revealed that 
those receiving more than $100,000 annually in    

(Continued on page 14) 
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I Recall Because I Remember!    
By Andy Caldwell 
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   Gavin Newsom is facing a recall on Sept. 14.  It 

couldn’t happen to a more fitting career politician.  To 
be fair, he is just one in a long line of politicians who 
has so failed the State of California that it is now a 
failed state.  Accordingly, I would ask everyone who 
reads this piece to send it to others to help emphasize 
our dire situation.  I will state a fact and it is up to you 
to sound the refrain and the pledge “I do recall” (Gavin 
Newsom)! 

Do you remember when California was known as the 
Golden State, but now it has the highest poverty rates 
in the country?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when we had ample water supplies 
for farmers and urbanites, whereas now, all of us are 
subject to rationing?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had the best 
schools in the nation, whereas now, we have nearly 
the worst out of all 50 states?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had the best roads 
and best freeway system in the country, but now our 
roads are falling apart and our undersized freeways 
are in a constant state of gridlock.  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had the most 
wealth of any state in the nation, but now we have 
over $1 trillion in debt and deficits and no means to 
repay the same?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had the most 
beautiful parks, beaches, and downtown communities 
that have since been overrun, degraded and defiled 
by more than 100,000 homeless people living in 
squatter settlements?  I do recall! 

Do you remember living in safe neighborhoods and 
communities, whereas now California is in the final 
phases of releasing 75% of the felons in our state 
prisons, including more than 20,000 people who were 
sentenced to life in prison?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had the best-
paying jobs in manufacturing, industry, aerospace, 
and the energy sector, whereas now, those jobs were 
forced to leave because of regulations and taxes to 
places like Texas or even worse, China?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when California had affordable 
housing to either purchase or rent, but now we have 
the least affordable housing in the nation, due to over-
wrought land-use restrictions, fees, and regulations?  I 

do recall! 

Do you remember when California had affordable and 
abundant electricity supplies and we were not subject 
to regularly occurring blackouts, brownouts, and flex 
alerts?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when gasoline was affordable in 
California, not like today when it costs upwards of 
40% more than the rest of the country?   I do recall! 

Do you remember when forest fire conflagrations 
were rare in California, whereas now, due to the over-
wrought protection of forest fuel loads, including dead 
trees and brush, a significant portion of the state is on 
fire each and every year, killing people, destroying 
property, and decimating our wildlife?  I do recall! 

Do you remember when all businesses were consid-
ered essential, when church attendance was promot-
ed while going to strip clubs was frowned upon, when 
outdoor activities and exercise were considered es-
sential to healthy living via a robust immune system, 
and when our elected politicians themselves followed 
the mandates they imposed on the people?  I do re-
member.  And, that is why I am urging you to recall 
Gavin Newsom by voting yes on Sept 14! 



Supervisors Sacrifice Farmers To The Sun God   
By Andy Caldwell 

solar “farms” to be built on ag zoned lands thereby 
giving this industrial scale, non-ag use, a free pass on 
all the aforementioned impositions. 

Accordingly, COLAB requested the supervisors (our 
request was denied) to reconsider the aforementioned 
uses when they consider rewriting all these land use 
policies to accommodate utility-sized solar because 
our farmers and ranchers need options more than 
California needs more, read that, redundant solar 
power.  That is, surely you are well aware that there is 
no way to adequately and affordably store solar, 
hence, we often must pay Arizona to take excess so-
lar off our hands during the daylight hours.  Converse-
ly, for example, our grape growers are forced to truck 
50% of their harvest out of county to process the 
same.  Does that make sense to anyone? 

Finally, how is it that once again, the Coastal Zone 
and Montecito, not to mention the SY Valley, will, in 
the end, most likely get a pass from this ag land con-
version to utility-sized solar?  The south county in par-
ticular has more power outages than anyone else.  
There is no rationale for keeping the south off limits 
while parking these projects, like the Lompoc wind 
farm, exclusively in the North county, except for the 
fact that the residents in the tony areas of the county 
don’t want to have to look at them, due to the tenden-
cy to be blinded by the light (solar glare) or shook by 
the bad vibrations (wind turbines).  
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   San Bernardino County has banned utility-scale 

solar farms for a variety of reasons.  First and fore-
most, it does nothing to help the local community in 
the way of tax revenue (it is exempt from property tax-
es), nor does it satisfy the need for housing or jobs, 
and it debilitates the quality of life for local residents.  
Regardless, Santa Barbara County wants to go all in 
on solar.  Will this be another version of our marijuana 
debacle? 

Meanwhile, please consider the fact that agriculture-
zoned properties comprise most all of the land in the 
county.  Yet, our farmers and ranchers have suffered 
outright prohibitions, restrictions, exorbitant fees, and 
torturous permit processes having to do with uses on 
their properties such as greenhouses, wineries, hoop 
houses, coolers, farm worker housing, family member 
housing, the ability to host events, such as weddings, 
along with alternative uses of the land, e.g., golf, not 
to mention oil and gas operations, the latter of which 
helps ranchers pay their bills. 

The rationale? The preservation activists don’t want 
urban sprawl, leap frog development, industrialization, 
or non-ag intensification of these lands.  They want to 
keep it rural and natural, or so they say.  Lost on all 
the people who want to preserve ag lands as a form 
of open space?  The aforementioned land use oppor-
tunities can be considered essential to staying in busi-
ness.  Alternatively, many properties have been undu-
ly converted from agriculture to estate living. 

Hence, all lands outside the urban boundary are 
zoned ag and virtually no “other” uses were deemed 
“compatible” to ag, nor could ag lands be “converted” 
to other uses.  Even uses that were essential for verti-
cal integration, such as the ability to process grapes 
into wine and sell the same on the property, have 
been effectively constrained.   

Our ranch lands can only handle so many cows per 
acre, due to our ever-recurring drought cycles, hence, 
our area’s cattle operations must have an additional 
source of income to make a living.  The fortunate 
ones have oil and gas mineral leases on their proper-
ty, fortunate that is, until the county started doing eve-
rything it could to shut down oil and gas in our county, 
both onshore and off shore.  

In spite of all these controls, prohibitions and machi-
nations, the county is intending to allow utility-sized 



Basic Income Madness     
By Steven Greenhut 
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   California’s legislative analysts and Capitol staffers 
do a remarkably thorough job summarizing proposed 
bills in their publicly available reports, but it’s still unu-
sual to see them cite the work of free-market econo-
mists. It’s obvious why. Almost every new measure 
emanating from our progressive Legislature would 
expand the size of government and limit the role of 
the private sector. 

In its report on legislation to create a “universal basic 
income” (UBI), the Assembly Committee on Human 
Services quoted from Stanford University’s Basic In-
come Lab. Such proposals “were very much alive in 
the early second half of the 20th century — including 
through figures like Martin Luther King, Jr. and Milton 
Friedman” as a way to deal with wealth inequalities, it 
explained. 

As has been reported widely, the Legislature has 
passed by overwhelming bipartisan majorities the first
-in-the-nation statewide basic income plan that would 
give direct cash payments to a targeted group of Cali-
fornians. In this case, the primary recipients are re-
cently emancipated foster youth. 

That’s a worthy group in need of help, and the bill is a 
limited pilot program. But there’s no doubt that law-
makers have grand designs for this idea — and are 
building off of local pilot projects that started in Stock-
ton and spread to a few Bay Area cities. 

UBI is a terrible idea, and it’s not entirely accurate to 
put the late Nobel economist on the side of such pro-
posals. 

In the 1960s, Friedman proposed the negative income 
tax, which is a variant of these kinds of “universal 
basic income” proposals. “Friedman acknowledged 
that some form of welfare was necessary in capitalist 
societies and that the state would likely play a role in 
its provision,” explained Guy Sorman in a 2011 article 
in City Journal. 

“The trick was to imagine a very different, radically 
improved, and more efficient form of welfare,” Sorman 
added. “This direct cash grant would replace all other 
welfare programs for the poor, which, Friedman rightly 
observed, were generating a huge bureaucracy and 
extensive welfare dependency.” Ever the creative 
thinker, Friedman was looking to dislodge the current 
bureaucratic system with market-oriented alternatives. 

Progressives have rediscovered these direct-payment 

ideas as Americans have softened up to the notion 
of direct payments after more than a year of COVID-
19 shutdowns. Some free-marketers have reluctant-
ly supported those payments simply because the 
government forcibly shut down people’s private 
businesses and jobs. Those direct payments were 
akin to compensation for a taking, but few of us ar-
gue that it’s an ideal situation. 

These guaranteed-income ideas — whether offering 
direct, unrestricted cash payments to targeted 
groups or to broader swaths of society — embrace 
the easy half of what Friedman had proposed and 
then conveniently ignore the tougher half. He wasn’t 
advocating a vast expansion of welfare payments — 
but replacing the gargantuan social-services bu-
reaucracies with a system that was simpler, less 
costly, and encouraged individual responsibility. 
This idea serves as a useful thought experiment, but 
it wasn’t to see what was coming. 

(Continued on page 15) 



Organized Crime Thrives Via Woke Blindness  
By Andy Caldwell 

that is attracting a disproportionate number of children 
of color into a life of crime? 

Don’t ask our Chief Probation Officer to answer that 
question.  That department, as reported by the grand 
jury, stated that “the leadership at Santa Barbara 
County Probation has declared that they no longer 
deal with gangs; they instead deal with high risk 
youth”.  Somebody, somewhere, please say out loud, 
“You have got to be kidding”.  Anyone, please.  That 
is, today’s youth street gangs only exist via their asso-
ciation, cooperation, and subordination with major 
criminal enterprises such as MS13, who compete 
against, and war with, other organized crime syndi-
cates for the allegiance of the same.   

Ignoring the organized criminal element of local gangs 
and the racial composition of the same in any analysis 
means the study is not worth the paper it is written on.  
There is a reason there are now nearly weekly stab-
bings, shootings and murders on the streets of 
Lompoc and Santa Maria, resulting in a disproportion-
ate number of people of color in our jails.  Maybe our 
county sups should go on a ride-a-long with city cops 
and leave their rose-colored glasses at home as a 
solution to their woke blindness. 

I am of the opinion that family cohesion, good paying 
jobs, youth activities, better schools including tech 
schools, and more cops on the streets, not to mention 
a faith community that ventures out from its spiritual 
ghetto, rather than defunding our public safety depart-
ments and  ignoring the crime syndicates who are 
driving this bus, are the way to go.   
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   My job with COLAB is to serve as a government 

watchdog.  Accordingly, I can assure you that our 
county supervisors are highly educated and experi-
enced politicians, but they are also notoriously woke 
and that spells trouble for common sense, logical pri-
orities, and public safety. 

Relatedly, our supervisors are content viewing every-
thing through a lens of race, aka critical race theory, 
which means they have become color blind in a bad 
way.  Specifically, by primarily looking at the color of 
people in only one way, they have become blind to 
other issues and factors of causation having to do 
with our criminal justice system.  Sadly, they are not 
alone.  They are aided in this disservice by way of the 
county Public Defender, who would rather every crimi-
nal be diverted from jail, and the Chief Probation Of-
ficer, who has turned a blind eye to organized crime in 
our communities. 

Accordingly, yet another report presented to the su-
pervisors purports to indicate that the number of peo-
ple of color who are “justice-involved” individuals is 
indicative of something systemically wrong as it per-
tains to how people of color are disproportionately in-
volved in the system.  However, these public servants 
are surely looking through the wrong end of the micro-
scope. 

For instance, a recent Grand Jury report indicates the 
increased criminality among juveniles is ascribed to 
the lack of consequences due to diminished law en-
forcement, yet some supervisors, namely, Supervisor 
Greg Hart and Das Williams, are calling for further 
reductions in our jail capacity?  Why?  Well, according 
to the dopes at the Santa Barbara County Action Net-
work (SBCAN), going to jail is traumatic to criminals!  
Who knew?         

To their credit, at least, all five supervisors withstood 
some of the demands by these most extreme decar-
ceration activists who wanted to cut the sheriff’s budg-
et by a whopping $26 million.   Nevertheless, some-
thing is still lost on these policy and decision makers.   

The north county, which has the highest felonious 
crime rates, also happens to have the largest number 
of gang members, over 2,000 and counting, and yes, 
as inconvenient as it is for this discussion, most all of 
them are people of color.  The ultimate question not 
being asked?  Is there a pathology in our communities 



Republicans Becoming The Party Of Youth, Democrats The 
Party Of Older People  
By Rachel Alexander 

News are 18-34. In contrast, CNN only attracts 20% in 
that young age bracket. The median age of the 
average viewer of the traditional MSM TV networks 
ABC, CBS and NBC is 60, and it hasn’t changed in 
years. Left-wing MSNBC has the largest share of 
older viewers, with a whopping 44% 65 or older, and 
only a tiny 4% of its viewership is 18-29. 

Baby Boomers are now senior citizens, and since the 
so-called hippy generation always leaned to the left, 
this should come as no surprise. A CNN article from 
2019 entitled “The Democratic electorate is older, 
more moderate and less educated than you think,” 
observes that 27% of Democrat voters are 65 and up, 
whereas only 14% are younger than 30. A 2018 Pew 
poll found that more Boomers are Democrats than 
Republicans, 48% to 46%, a recent shift from when 
they were more Republican in 2015. 

A major study of 10 million people in 2016 found that 
more young people identify as conservative now than 
in the 1980s, and more than Gen Xers and Baby 
Boomers. It also found that a larger percentage 
identify as far right, 23% of Millennials. In contrast, 

(Continued on page 12) 
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   Notice the Democrats have stopped claiming that 

Republicans are the party of old white people? 
Demographics are changing. Their efforts to 
stigmatize senior citizens for their age and claim that 
they aren’t relevant anymore is no longer working. 
The so-called party of diversity elected an old white 
man who many believe is losing it cognitively, 
including the former White House doctor for 
Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump. 
Viewership of the traditional MSM evening news on 
CNN, ABC, NBC and CBS leans elderly. Meanwhile, 
there has been an explosion of conservative youth. 
Despite the left’s domination of education, the media, 
entertainment, business and the legal system, they 
aren’t making traction with young people. 

Business Insider recently surveyed 1,500 young 
people from Gen Z, known as Zoomers, and found 
they were about evenly split between Republicans 
and Democrats. Sadly, all the news in the MSM blares 
that Gen Z is very liberal, and most of the major 
polling companies like Pew lean to the left so the real 
numbers aren’t getting out. Pew deliberately changes 
the narrative by doing things like breaking up polls 
into “white evangelicals” vs. “non-white evangelicals,” 
in order to cause division and never actually produce 
real data about what groups like evangelicals think.  

Contrary to perceptions that only old people watch 
Fox News, it is equally popular across all age groups. 
According to a poll by Public Opinion Strategies, only 
20% are 65% and over. A larger 25% that watch Fox 
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Senate Republicans Should Break Some China 
By Steven Milloy 

production. 

Although China is a world leader in solar panel and 
wind turbine manufacture, allegedly competitive with 
coal in terms of affordability, its real-world needs call 
for burning more coal, which incidentally is needed to 
make all the solar and wind equipment for export. 

Climate alarmists are trying to make much of China 
starting a new emissions trading system. But the goal 
of the system is not to reduce emissions; the goal is to 
improve the efficiency of its inefficient coal plants so it 
gets more electricity from the coal it burns. 

All this is in line with China’s long-term goal of 
becoming the world’s sole global superpower by 
2049. And President Joe Biden and the Democratic 
bills are playing right into China’s hands. 

Biden’s infrastructure bill would provide money for a 
network of electric vehicle charging stations. The $3.5 
trillion monster bill would, among other things, require 
a so-called clean energy standard mandating that 

(Continued on page 11) 
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   Late summer and fall will likely see congressional 

action on two major pieces of legislation addressing 
climate: the trillion-dollar infrastructure plan and the 
$3.5 trillion Democratic wish list, which Democrats 
intend to force through the Senate with a tiebreaking 
vote from Vice President Kamala Harris. 

There are a lot of reasons for Republicans to oppose 
both bills vehemently. And those reasons can all be 
summed up in one word: China. 

China both defines the futility and the danger of this 
legislation and the entire climate agenda. And futility 
plus danger just equals foolishness. 

With respect to futility, the International Energy 
Agency just came out with a new report that states 
quite clearly, “We estimate … implementation of the 
economic recovery measures announced to date 
would result in CO2 emissions climbing to record 
levels in 2023, continuing to rise thereafter.” 

That comes on the heels of another IEA report that 
concluded that electricity demand in the post-COVID-
19 world is rebounding so strongly that it can only be 
met by more fossil fuel electricity generation. 

Much of this growth in emissions is because of China. 

In addition to China’s general plan to increase coal 
and gas burning, a heat wave has convinced Chinese 
leaders that they need to increase coal-burning even 
more. With coal prices at record highs, China has 
“vowed” a massive buildup of coal reserves and plans 
to increase coal production for the rest of this year by 
110 million tons, about 20% of total U.S. coal 



Senate Republicans Should Break Some China Cont. 
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utilities abandon clean and affordable coal and natural 
gas and invest in expensive and unreliable wind and 
solar. Moving past questions about the expense and 
feasibility of green technology, another IEA report 
details how alarmingly dependent on China is all the 
green technology for wind turbines, solar panels, and 
electric vehicles. 

The Biden administration has offered no solution for 
how to avoid becoming dependent on China for green 
technology. 

And China plans to use this dependence against 
opponents. Last fall, China announced a law that 
would ban exports of strategic materials for national 
security reasons. 

China is already using its economic leverage to tame 
mere critics. When Australia criticized China for its 
handling of COVID-19, China retaliated with trade 
embargoes and restrictions. Australian coal barges, 
for example, spent months stranded in Chinese water 
unable to unload and unable to leave. This spring, 
China successfully threatened Japan not to join with 
Western nations on sanctions related to Chinese 
slave labor practices. 

What responsible politician in their right mind would 
vote for legislation that will accomplish nothing but put 
us at the mercy of our purposefully aggressive global 
adversary? 

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell has detailed 
the scorched-earth tactics he would use to protect the 
filibuster in the Senate. Inspired by the Texas 
Democratic skedaddle out of the state, Sen. Lindsey 
Graham said about a vote on the $3.5 trillion package, 
“You got to have a quorum to pass a bill in the 
Senate. I would leave before I let that happen.” 

None of that is very collegial, but it may very well be 
necessary for Republicans to break some Senate 

china. 
 
Steve Milloy publishes JunkScience.com and is the 
author of “Scare Pollution: Why and How to Fix the 
EPA.”  
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22% of Gen Xers and 17% of Boomers do. This 
makes sense, due to how crazy the left has become, 
polarizing people and canceling youth on social 
media.  

Another survey in 2016 found similarly striking results 
among 14 and 15 year olds. The Gild found that more 
teens held socially conservative views than 
Millennials, Gen X and Boomers. An astonishing 59% 
identified as conservative on same-sex marriage, 
transgenders and cannabis legislation. And 14% of 
the teens identified as “quite conservative,” in contrast 
to 2% of Millennials and 1% of Generation X.   

White youth are clearly more conservative than other 
youth. A Tufts poll found in 2016 that 48% of those 
between 18 and 29 voted for Donald Trump, while 
only 43% voted for Hillary Clinton (their polling of the 
2020 race is problematic due to all the voter fraud), a 
significant difference beyond the margin of error.  

Many of the biggest stars on the right are quite young, 
Millennials or younger, such as Candace Owens, 
Charlie Kirk, Tomi Lahren, Steven Crowder and Ben 
Shapiro. The left keeps warning about this huge 
cultural shift that is going to be the result of younger 
generations moving to the left, but it’s been a big flop.  

Why isn’t the constant indoctrination from every part 
of life working to turn these kids into leftists? Part of 
the reason is their parents. The kids hear the left 
demonizing their parents merely for being white, 
Christians, or Republicans, and they see a 
disconnect. Their parents aren’t the monsters the left 
is making them out to be. Their parents are giving 
them a better upbringing than a lot of woke parents. 
Who wants to have every conversation with your 
parents revolve around race and white privilege? Who 
wants a parent who is constantly high? 

The other reason is the left is starting to implode and 
attack itself, so many young people are finding 
themselves canceled even if they’re not vocal 

(Continued from page 9) 
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conservatives. One small slip-up and they’re 
subjected to a torrent of hate on social media. We’re 
not quite yet a totalitarian society where the 
government ensures that there is no dissent, so there 
is still room for youth to slip out of the left’s grasp.  

The left tries to polarize everyone by race, but the 
truth is we’re more mixed races than ever, and 
someone who looks white is often mixed. The child of 
a white and black parent isn’t buying the lie that his 
white parent is evil and and his black parent is a 
victim. The left’s contradictory messages are catching 
up. Racism was decreasing in society for years, until 
Barack Obama stirred things up and Black Lives 
Matter emerged. It doesn’t take too long digging 
through woke results on an internet search to find out 
that the U.S. is the least racist country in the world 
and was one of the first to end slavery. A recent 
survey of people around the world asking them where 
they would choose to move to overwhelmingly found 
the U.S. was the top choice, no other country came 
even close. An astonishing 21% picked the U.S., with 
Germany second at 6%. 

Since so many polling companies tilt to the left it is not 
easy to discover this trend. But as long as we can 
stop voter fraud, there is no sign the country will be 
tilting to the left anytime soon. 

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative    



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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pension benefits, the so-called “$100,000 Club,” has 
increased by 173% since 2012. And that doesn’t even 
include the Fontana city manager who received credit 
for time he did not work in order to allow him to hit the 
30-year mark and collect a larger pension, along with 
a nearly $1 million severance settlement. 

Now for the bad news. In 1999, in the midst of the dot-
com boom, CalPERS made a horrible miscalculation. 
Thinking that the rise in the stock market would go on 
forever, it sponsored Senate Bill 400 to boost benefits. 
Investment earnings had averaged 13.5% for a dec-
ade, and a few state and school plans had 100% 
funding – meaning zero unfunded obligations — some 
were even overfunded, with assets totaling more than 
they needed to pay every dollar in pension benefits 
that would come due. 

Without going into all the gory details, suffice it to say 
that SB 400 supercharged pension benefits for most 
public employees. Seeking union support for his up-
coming re-election campaign, Gov. Gray Davis signed 
the bill. Campaign finance records confirm that public 
employee unions contributed generously to Davis’ 
campaign committee in 2002. The prison guards’ po-
litical action committee wrote checks totaling more 
than $1 million. 

Years later, the worst of the abuses from SB 400, but 
certainly not all, were corrected by a pension reform 
bill pushed by Gov. Jerry Brown. 

Taxpayers hope that CalPERS and our elected lead-
ership learned their lesson from two decades ago and 
refrain from granting higher benefits during a time 

(Continued from page 4) 
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when the stock market is frothy, because the fact that 
PERF is so well funded at the moment will certainly 
motivate public-sector labor groups to push for larger 
payouts. 

Already, the news is not good. In a troubling develop-
ment, Assemblymember Jacqui Irwin, D-Thousand 
Oaks, has proposed Assembly Bill 826 to validate cer-
tain pension-spiking practices happening in Ventura 
County, despite the Brown-era pension reforms and a 
decision from the California Supreme Court. 

Although AB 826 applies narrowly, just to pension 
plans offered by counties under a 1937 law, the fact 
that any lawmaker would seek to give a legal thumbs-
up to pension spiking, reversing course on pension 
reform, is troubling. 

Even the Ventura County Employees’ Retirement As-
sociation’s own counsel concluded that counting the 
value of “flexible benefit plans” in pension calculations 
is not permitted under the law. 

Proposals such as AB 826 need to be opposed vigor-
ously. Here’s hoping our current elected leadership 
begins to channel their inner Jerry Brown to reject 
such efforts. 

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis  
Taxpayers Association. 
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For instance, Senate Bill 739 explains, “To the ex-
tent authorized under federal law, the universal 
basic income provided by this project shall not be 
considered income or resources for purposes of de-
termining eligibility to receive benefits or the amount 
of those benefits under the follow public social ser-
vices, programs and financial aid.” That following list 
is extensive and includes most of the existing pro-
grams available to Californians. 

Clearly, this proposal would offer a payment on top 
of everything else and wouldn’t replace anything. 
California’s vast array of public employees needn’t 
fear for their jobs. The private foundation that fund-
ed the Stockton Economic Empowerment Demon-
stration (SEED) that jump-started these UBI discus-
sions a few years ago was also clear about its ob-
jectives: “We at SEED firmly believe that uncondi-
tional cash must supplement, rather than replace, 
the existing social safety net. As such, SEED took a 
series of steps, based on conversations with legal 
counsel, social service administrators, and other 
cash transfer pilots, to protect against potential ben-
efits losses.” Obviously, this is about expanding the 
welfare state, not reforming it. 

Certainly, private foundations can do as they 
choose, but this program offers the blueprint for tax-
payer-supported programs such as the one ap-
proved by the Legislature. SEED and others have 
touted their success stories, but it’s not surprising 
that people who receive extra monthly cash are 
happy about their improved financial situation. 

The problems are obvious. Small pilot programs 
aren’t going to impose major financial commitments 
on state and local governments, but they also aren’t 
going to boost the economic prospects for many 
people. California has the highest cost-of-living-
adjusted poverty rate in America. There’s not 
enough money in Sacramento to make a dent in 
poverty this way. 

UBI sends the wrong message. As the Orange 
County Register opined, “It’s wrong to condition an 
ever-expanding swath of Americans to look toward 
the government for their sustenance. Employers al-
ready struggle to find sufficient workers because of 
generous COVID-19-related stimulus checks.” 

(Continued from page 7) 

These programs “provide immediate help — but dis-
suade people from getting the job skills that will im-
prove their long-term economic prospects.” 

Some support for UBI comes from Bay Area tech 
leaders who, as that Stanford report quoted by the 
Assembly notes, “fear that automation may displace 
workers from the labor market at unprecedented 
rates.” In that case, UBI attempts to buy social 
peace by providing cash rather than opportunities to 
low-skilled workers. We can do better than that. 

California’s progressive legislators continually drive 
up the cost of doing business through their endless 
tax increases and regulatory requirements, and they 
drive up the cost of living (especially housing) and 
destroy jobs with similar policies. Then they bemoan 
growing poverty rates and try to compensate with a 
series of additional handouts. 

Universal basic income is a dangerous trend — and 
its supporters should not pretend that their current 
plans have anything to do with free-market princi-
ples. 

Steven Greenhut,  Resident Senior Fellow and 
Western Region Director, State Affairs, R Street In-
stitute 
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According to the House Committee on Natural Re-
sources, more than 80 million acres of national for-
ests are overgrown, fire-prone and in dire need of 
active management. The Resilient Federal Forests 
Act would facilitate the restoration of forest health, 
increase resiliency to wildfire, and support the eco-
nomic revitalization of rural communities. 

Also impacting California’s vulnerable forest lands 
are illegal marijuana grows. LaMalfa said in Siskiyou 
County, there are 4,000 marijuana grows. 

Land has been illegally subdivided then scraped 
bare with the dead trees, rocks and topsoil piled into 
berms on all sides to mark the edges of the grow 
and reduce the ability to see into it.  The Siskiyou 
County Board of Supervisors has created ordinanc-
es restricting water to the illegal actives in the area 
while ensuring people can have water for personal 
needs.  Protests have erupted as criminal growers 
found themselves without water to finish another 
growing cycle and the prospect of losing millions of 
dollars in illegal sales evaporate in the drought con-
ditions of Northern California. 

LaMalfa made a series of videos to heighten aware-
ness of increasing organized crime infiltrating rural 
California to set up illegal marijuana grows to export 
the drug to other states. 

LaMalfa says that nothing about these grows are 
legal under California law or county ordinances. 
“With limited resources and facing well-funded and 
well-armed criminal organizations, rural counties 

(Continued from page 3) have struggled with being able to effectively re-
spond to the growing environmental crisis these 
grows create. Illegally used pesticides, fertilizers, 
fuel, trash, and human excrement litter once pristine 
lands.” 

“I went to see firsthand the massive amount of orga-
nized crime and illegal cartel grow operations over-
whelming Siskiyou County,” LaMalfa said. “The rap-
id growth of this criminal enterprise was staggering. 
Just a few years ago the area was sparsely populat-
ed with juniper and scrub brush dotting the rocky 
hillsides at the base of Mt. Shasta. Now, thousands 
of illegal grows have filled the landscape with large 
greenhouses.” 

“Trash, illegally used pesticides, human waste and 
fuel cover the ground that has been scraped bare of 
organic matter with nothing but dust left,” LaMalfa 
said. “These grow sites are destroying our environ-
ment. Local wildlife is now nonexistent in the area. 
This level of criminality cannot be tolerated.” 

LaMalfa noted that most of the residents of Siskiyou 
County want to see the illegal grows eradicated. 

A court order won by District Attorney Kirk Andrus 
allowed a portion of the over 4000 illegal grow sites 
to be bulldozed and begin environmental remedia-
tion.  

LaMalfa said Siskiyou County has been ground zero 
for organized crime setting up illegal pot growing 
operations, which brings in gang activity and rival 
gangs, 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Sheriff Jerimiah LaRue is enforcing the water limitations into the grow areas has been effective in reducing 
some of the criminal operations. Siskiyou County needs the help of the Federal and State government to help 
solve this problem. 

The Globe had the opportunity to interview Supervisor Haupt September 2020 after he participated in a meet-
ing with President Donald Trump, Gov. Gavin Newsom and state and local officials in Sacramento, CA to dis-
cuss the 2020 wildfires. In addition to having a Bachelor of Science degree in Natural Resources Management 
and Forestry, a certificate in Logging/Transportation Engineering and Economics, Haupt retired in 2010 as Dis-
trict Ranger on the Klamath National Forest after 33 years of federal service. Since retirement Haupt has 
worked with the U.S. Congress on several Natural Resource bills, is an active member of SFAC (Sustainable 
Forest Action Coalition), Director of Water Yield Research in Sugar Creek with UC Berkeley and UC Merced, is 
the Science Chair for the Elimination of Catastrophic Wildfire, and teaches Forest Science courses at College 
of the Siskiyous in Weed. 
 
Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 
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