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America’s Supply Chain Truck Wreck 

By Andy Caldwell 

    I want to speak to you about the reason store shelves are emptying and why 

parts of the United States are dealing with scarcities of all kinds.  Some of it has to do 
with the prolonged shutdown of our economy which literally broke the links in our sup-
ply chains.  Much of it has to do with  the trucking industry that has been ignored, 
slighted, taken for granted, and over regulated, to the point there are not enough 
trucks and truckers to offload hundreds of cargo ships waiting offshore of our ports 
throughout the nation. 

The supply chain breakage was exaggerated by way of a triple whammy of the covid 
lockdown as it affected truckers.  Deliveries were eliminated to stores and facilities 
that were closed.  The truckers had a hard time finding eateries and bathrooms on 
the road.  And, too many truckers ended up getting paid more for staying home with 
their families rather than going to work. 

Speaking in terms of California’s adversarial and tumultuous relationship with the 
trucking industry, consider the following.  California promulgated a diesel engine rule 
that took out of service some $20 billion dollars of diesel equipment, including trucks, 
farm and construction equipment, by way of air quality rule that was steeped in aca-
demic and regulatory corruption.  The rule required multiple replacements and modifi-
cations of engines that were too expensive for most owner operators, and mom and 
pop companies, to comply with.  Most of this equipment has never been replaced.  

Then, there is AB5, currently tied up in the courts, as it affects the trucking indus-
try.  AB5 would serve to eliminate owner-operators and contract drivers from operat-
ing in the state of CA.  On top of that, Gavin Newsom has declared no diesel trucks 
will be allowed to be sold or operated in this state within the next two decades.  And, 
let us not forget, both Newsom and Biden are waging a war against the oil industry 
which is driving up fuel prices across the board. 

Speaking of this war against truckers, this past week ExxonMobil was before the 
county planning commission requesting that they be allowed to truck their oil until the 
pipeline they use is finally repaired or replaced.  The county wasted years analyzing 
and hyperventilating about the dangers, once or twice a century no less, about the 
potential for an oil spill, should the trucking operation be approved.   Yet, each and 
every day, America relies on the trucking industry to use our local streets, highways 
and freeways to deliver each and every item we rely on daily. 

The problem here is that people, including decision makers and activists, no longer 
know where things come from, how they are made, and what it takes to satisfy con-

(Continued on page 20) 
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The County Springs A Leak Eternal! 

By Andy Caldwell 

   Not all oil spills are created equal, so it 

seems.  Forever and a day, we have seen county su-
pervisors and others excoriate anyone involved in an 
accidental release of crude oil into the natural environ-
ment.  Furthermore, prosecutors now treat accidents 
as criminal acts, e.g., the Plain’s All American pipeline 
company was prosecuted for the Refugio spill for fail-
ure to maintain their pipeline and failing to report the 
spill expeditiously.  Well, it appears the oil-covered 
boot is finally on the other foot!  Come hear the sordid 
tale of a 600 gallon-plus oil leak in Toro! Toro! Toro! 
Canyon creek that has killed or soiled upwards of 50 
animals.   

This story begins in 1882 when, according to a dimin-
utive May 2021 county staff report,  “Occidental Min-
ing and Petroleum Corporation began construction on 
a horizontal tunnel at the site of a well-known oil seep 
in Toro Canyon.  Such wells were commonly used to 
enhance oil flow.  During construction, a large volume 
of water was inadvertently tapped.  Further develop-
ment of the oil resource was abandoned for the im-
portant water supply that was needed for the growing 
community of Summerland.  As Summerland switched 
to other water supplies, the onsite separator fell into 
disrepair and numerous spills occurred in the 
creek.  Significant spills in the 1990's resulted in oil 
flow to the ocean.”  As it turns out, the original well 
could not be plugged because it had collapsed, more-
over any attempt to do so could increase pressure on 
other natural seeps in the area which seep on a con-
tinual basis. 

The May report further states that it was the EPA that 
installed an oil water separator (without permits) in 
1998 and operated the same until 2008, at which time 
they walked away!  Eventually, in 2009, the county 
received grant funding to assume operation and 
maintenance of the system through January 
2019.  Once the grant funding ran out, the county dith-
ered while they scrambled to find funding 
sources.  Meanwhile, they continued to arrange for a 
pumping truck to collect the accumulated oil from the 
collector tank.   

Eventually, it was discovered that the Thomas fire 
(2017) damaged the onsite oil pipeline.  In the May 
2021 report, the Public Works department brought all 
these aforementioned details to the attention of the 

board of sups, including information that oil from the 
pipe leak had entered Toro Canyon creek!  Were any 
proactive actions taking place during these many 
months and years?  It is not clear, because the super-
visors are not talking.  One thing is certain, they didn’t 
exercise due diligence while the spill was creating a 
significant impact to local wildlife. 

For instance, back in October 2020, the county public 
health department issued a notice of violation to the 
county for the onsite underground tank including the 
lack of inspections and maintenance of the 
same!  Therefore, chronologically speaking, the May 
report to the board was submitted seven months after 
the notice of violation, and the creek cleanup occurred 
months after the board was notified of the leak. 

Subsequently, it appears the county is getting prose-
cuted and rightly so!  However, they are not sharing 
the dirty details as they are now dealing with this is-
sue in closed session (a term used to describe a 
meeting of the board behind closed doors).  Ironic, 
isn’t it?  Every single time there is an oil spill in this 
county, these same politicians hold a press confer-
ence, with lots and lots of pictures of dead or soiled 
animals, as they condemn and excoriate the responsi-
ble party.    

This all begs the question, are they genuinely con-
cerned for the environment or were they simply look-
ing for opportunities to bash the oil industry?  Regard-
less, the county failed to maintain and report.  Sound 
familiar?  They should be prosecuted                      
accordingly.  That’s Plain to see. 
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Gov. Newsom Misled Public About Wildfire Prevention 
Efforts  
By Katy Grimes 
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   California’s worst fire season on record 
could have been averted 

The June 2021 report which exposed that Gov. Gavin 
Newsom misled the public about his wildfire preven-
tion efforts by 690%, should have obligated applicable 
state agencies to act immediately. There are still 
many unanswered questions. The Globe has been 
following up on why Newsom mislead the public, and 
who is to blame for the worst fire season on record. Is 
it the governor? Is it CalFire? Is it agencies directly 
commanded by Gov. Newsom? 

The fact remains that California’s forests are still a 
lethal  tinderbox as wildfire prevention efforts have not 
been ramped up to mitigate the now annual wildfire 
threat to homes, businesses and entire communities. 
Instead, 2021 is one of the worse fire seasons ever in 
state history, with wildfires still burning. As California 
Congressman Tom McClintock says, “Excess timber 
comes out of the forest in only two ways – it is either 
carried out or it burns out.” 

The joint CapRadio and NPR investigation unveiled in 
June 2021, Governor Newsom was found to have 
overstated the number of areas treated with fuel 
breaks and prescribed burns by 690%, the Globe re-
ported. Governor Newsom claimed that, due to his 
executive order, 35 of his priority projects had treated 
over 90,000 acres with wildfire prevention treatments. 
However, data from the state only showed 11,399 
acres treated. 

“The data show Cal Fire treated 64,000 acres in 2019, 
but only 32,000 acres in 2020 and 24,000 acres 
through Memorial Day this year,” CapRadio and NPR 
reported, explaining that the governor even 
“disinvested in wildfire prevention.” 

In the article, the CalFire Chief Thom Porter took the 
blame for misleading the governor: “The head of Cal 
Fire, Chief Thom Porter, did grant an interview. He 
acknowledged the figures cited by Newsom were in-
correct and took responsibility for the governor’s mis-
statements.” 

Despite Newsom’s bold public pronouncements, Por-
ter, the chief of Cal Fire, said the state was never go-
ing to be able to tackle all 90,000 acres in 2019. 

“We didn’t have all of the environmental clearance 

that we were going to need to do all of that work,” 
CalFire Chief Porter said. “Nor did we have all of the 
agreements with landowners completely in place.” 

And that is the crux of the issue: what were and are 
the environmental clearances needed, and who ap-
proves these? Why were they not granted knowing 
California’s recent and very deadly wildfire history? 
California’s worst fire season on record could have 
been averted – we knew what would happen and why. 

Yet CalFire was and remains immobilized by the envi-
ronmental clearance needed to do their jobs. 

The Globe has asked two state agencies – CalFire 
and the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR) –  the following questions in the earnest quest 
to find out how we get broad forest management    
mitigation in California: 

• What are the environmental clearances needed to 
approve wildfire prevention and clean up efforts? 
Is it the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA)? 

• Are there CEQA exemptions to allow the wildfire 
prevention and clean up take place? 

• What are the hold ups? Legal/lawsuits? 

• Why were projects sidelined? 

• Is there enough manpower to accomplish all of the 
wildfire forest prevention work? 

The Globe emailed and called CalFire and the Gover-
nor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR), the 
agency tasked as the state clearinghouse for review 
of all CEQA documents. 

(Continued on page 18) 



Newsom’s Spin On Jobless Claims     
By Jon Coupal 
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  There are days when those of us who follow the 

news feel as though we’re living in a parallel universe. 
What else could explain the wildly divergent news sto-
ries about California’s employment figures? 

On September 17, the state’s July unemployment fig-
ures were released and the reaction from Gov. Gavin 
Newsom was a lot of positive spin. Here is what his 
press office released: “California continues to lead the 
nation’s economic recovery, creating 44% of the na-
tion’s new jobs in August and ranking third in the na-
tion in rate of job growth this year. These 104,300 
new jobs, the fifth time this year of six-figure job 
growth, represent new paychecks for Californians and 
new employees on payroll for businesses.” 

First, it is important to note that, while the figures are 
correct, the premise is not. Yes, the 44% new job cre-
ation is true, but that hardly means that California is 
“leading the nation’s economic recovery.” 

This rose-colored view of California’s economic recov-
ery is proof of the old adage that there are three kinds 
of lies: Lies, damn lies, and statistics. What is lacking 
in this release is both context and perspective. 

For those desiring a no-spin perspective of Califor-
nia’s true state of unemployment and other economic 
metrics, the California Center for Jobs and the Econo-
my (CCJE) produces comprehensive analysis that is 
far more revealing than politically driven press        
releases. 

As if responding directly to the governor’s statement, 
CCJE prefaces its report on the July figures with this: 
“While both the jobs and employment numbers have 
been better in recent months, they are not yet at lev-
els that would see quick recovery in the state      
economy.” 

This report from the parallel universe known as 
“reality” points out what we all know — we’re slowly 
going up from very far down. “[T]he state has moved 
off the initial bounce from the depths of the downturn,” 
the CCJE continues. “The pace in recent months has 
been positive, but that comes from looking at the 
numbers in isolation, not what they mean to the over-
all health of the California economy and its workers. 
Just continuing at the rates experienced over the past 
3 months would not return nonfarm jobs to pre-COVID 
trend levels until mid-2023. The slower rate being  

experienced for employment would take an additional 
year.” 

The governor’s press release fails to note the most 
important metric of all, overall unemployment. There, 
California still has the 2nd highest unemployment rate 
in the nation. And in even more troubling news, data 

(Continued on page 17) 



A Most Natural And Bountiful Gift To Modernity     
By Andy Caldwell 
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   Extremely irresponsible decision makers and activ-

ists naively and stubbornly believe they can replace 
fossil fuels, including every barrel of oil, with energy 
derived from either wind or solar.  What they are over-
looking, however, is the fact that a significant portion 
of every barrel of oil is used for products that cannot 
be produced from any other rootstock.  Let’s consider 
the big picture they continue to ignore. 

Fossil fuels originally served to create electrici-
ty.  There, I said it.  It is an indisputable inconvenient 
truth, true to this day.  The majority of electricity in the 
world is still produced by fossil fuels.  That is because 
electricity is a secondary power source.  It has to be 
produced because it does not naturally occur in na-
ture, lest we learn how to capture lightening!   

What about wind turbines and solar panels, you 
ask?  You can’t mine the raw materials or create the 
finished products you need to make either the tur-
bines or the panels.  Hence, it is a misnomer to con-
sider wind turbines and solar panels as “natural” ener-
gy sources.  Moreover, you can’t have on-demand 
electricity, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, without 
fossil fuels, because the wind doesn’t blow nor does 
the sun shine throughout the day and year.  Nor, can 
you make batteries to store these weather dependent 
intermittent supplemental energy sources without fos-
sil fuels. 

There was, and will be, no industrial revolution without 
oil.  Sans the ongoing industrial revolution, we would 
still be living in huts and caves, lest we denude the 
environment of any and all materials that burn for our 
energy and heat source.  Let us not forget that before 
we learned to develop fossil fuels, the world was burn-
ing such things as whale oil for a fuel source. 

You can’t make plastic without oil.  Plastic is the most 
widely used product in the world and it has no re-
placement.  Moreover, you can’t produce an electric 
car, or any other car for that matter, without oil.  Ac-
cording to Resource Innovation “Currently, there are 
about 30,000 parts in a vehicle, out of which 1/3 are 
made of plastic. That would include the body, the up-
holstery, the fuel system, the instrument panel, and 
the lighting to just name a few.  In total, about 39 dif-
ferent types of basic plastics and polymers are used 
to make an automobile.”   

You can’t pave a road without oil, nor can you pro-

duce the tires that run on them.  You can’t ship prod-
ucts around the world without oil because you can’t 
build or fuel ships without oil.  Nor, can you make the 
infrastructure for buildings, dams, bridges, planes, 
trains and automobiles without steel, and you can’t 
make steel without fossil fuels. 

You can’t produce enough food, via commercial agri-
culture, to feed this country or the world without fossil 
fuels, as they are used to make fertilizers, pesticides, 
insecticides, and herbicides.  And, lest you think we 
could depend on back yard or community gardens to 
sustain ourselves, too many people live in that con-
crete and asphalt jungle to make that a realistic prop-
osition. 

Aspirin, one of the most common medications used to 
treat pain, inflammation and fevers, consists of ben-
zene, a hydrocarbon typically derived from petrole-
um.  Moreover, chewing gum, lipstick, cd’s and dvd’s, 
rubbing alcohol, cortisone, hand lotion, heart valves, 
telephones, synthetic rubber, laptops, Styrofoam, dish 
soap, televisions, contact lenses, artificial limbs, lino-
leum, along with polyester which is the raw material in 
60% of the world’s clothing, not to mention toothpaste 
and 6,000 other products, are all produced with deriv-
atives of fossil fuels. 

Fossil fuels are nature’s gift to our quality of life and 
the most important raw materials known to man.  We 
have nothing to replace it.  It is high time we appreci-
ate that which we rely on each and every day. 



All Nature Needs Redemption   
By Andy Caldwell 

ple that have found themselves homeless through no 
fault of their own, the overwhelming vast majority of 
homeless are in their situation because of bad deci-
sions, values, and choices in their lives having to with 
drug and alcohol abuse, and an aversion to any form 
of accountability.   

Nonetheless, for years, we have been throwing bil-
lions of dollars at these people, typically in the form of 
some type of housing and other services, naively hop-
ing the underlying problems will go away.  Yet, the 
problem is only growing worse.   

Meanwhile, many homeless have succumbed to men-
tal illness meaning they are derelicts who can’t take 
care of themselves and who may present a threat to 
others.  Yet, overall, our society primarily keeps a 
hands off, carrot only approach while these people 
defile our downtown areas and community spaces, 
pollute our creeks and rivers, and continually start 
fires that could end up burning the town down, not to 
mention committing heinous acts of violence, includ-
ing self-harm. 

In the old days, the choices presented to the home-
less were altogether different.  Specifically, biblically 
speaking, if you don’t work, you don’t eat.  And, if you 
continue as a menace to society, and/or you can’t 
take care of yourself, you lose your freedom by way of 
jail or a sanitarium.  As Frederick Douglass noted, it is 
not easy to repair broken men, but we gave up the 
most effective means to do so.  It was called tough 
love and it has virtually nothing to do with today’s con-
cept of tolerance. 
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   We live in a society, culture and political environ-

ment described as post-Christian and post-truth, de-
scriptions which do not bode well for us, as is abun-
dantly plain to see.  Alternatively, our founding father’s 
world view was built on presuppositions and principles 
deemed archaic and primitive today.  However, I 
maintain the society they lived in was grounded in re-
ality and truth, specifically, eternal self-evident truths 
held in recognition of the God of Nature and Nature’s 
God.  Unlike us, they were not living a lie. 

Their truth?  Both man and nature needed to be sub-
dued, principles which speak to some of the first com-
mandments in the bible.  That is, today, people be-
lieve that nature and man are divine, benign, and sa-
cred in their own right apart from any concept of the 
need for redemption and control.  The truth is alto-
gether different.  Taking nature for instance, consider 
the threats from heat and cold, floods, hurricanes, tor-
nados, and earthquakes for starters.   Regarding 
mankind, do we even need to list warmongers, terror-
ists, and career criminals as examples of the nature of 
man run amok?  

For the purposes of this discussion, let’s focus on for-
est management as our example of nature left to her 
own devices.  From the beginning of time, man was 
divinely endowed with the opportunity and privilege to 
both steward and exploit the resources of the forests 
for fuel, shelter, infrastructure, and tools.  In the pro-
cess of this utilization, the forests were thereby man-
aged for growth.  Today, forest resources are protect-
ed from any form of extraction and active manage-
ment and the results are in.   

Whereas, the delusional among us would like to 
blame climate change for the continual conflagrations 
besetting California, the truth of the matter is that we 
allowed our forests to grow to a density that was ten 
times above and beyond what is healthy for the eco-
system.  The trees, having too much competition for 
nutrients, water and sunlight, became weak and sub-
ject to predation, and in this state alone, 140 million 
trees died as a result.  Now, we have millions of acres 
of land denuded and devastated by the resultant inev-
itable conflagrations, because we ignored the age-old 
truths about the cycles of nature. 

Speaking of man, let us consider the plight of the 
homeless.  Whereas, there are some really good peo-



Getting It Right On Justice Reform      
By Steven Greenhut 
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   In the rural area where I live, those black flags with 

the thin-blue-line stripe have supplanted the stars and 
stripes as the chosen expression of patriotism. I refer 
to them as the “please tread on me,” or “I submit to 
authority” flags given that they celebrate armed offic-
ers of the state – rather than the freedom and inde-
pendence that are supposed to be the hallmark of flag
-waving Americans. 

We now see similar black flags with a red stripe (for 
firefighters), which has left me wondering what color 
stripe Caltrans workers (maybe orange?) or environ-
mental regulators (green already is taken to signify 
the military) will use to desecrate Old Glory. I’m not a 
flag purist who gets worked up about violations of the 
U.S. flag code, but there’s nothing wrong with the ex-
isting red, white and blue. 

It may be easy to understand the resurgence of the 
thin-blue line flag, but this latest trend isn’t healthy. It’s 
an eff-you to supporters of far-reaching police reform 
in the wake of national police protests. But just be-
cause some progressives think all police are oppres-
sors doesn’t mean that conservatives ought to view 
them all as heroes. 

I’ve been covering police issues in California for dec-
ades and have found that policing is similar to most 
other government professions. Obviously, we need 
police to patrol our streets, but the people who work in 
policing run the gamut from people who do actual he-
roic things to scofflaws with a badge. Conservatives 
ought to be smart enough to make necessary distinc-
tions. 

Before policing became one of those dividing-line cul-
tural issues, a broad consensus had been growing 
about the need to reform these bureaucratic depart-
ments. The conservative Right on Crime group, for 
instance, sensibly has argued that, “public safety poli-
cies, as any government service, should be evaluated 
on whether they produce the best possible results at 
the lowest possible cost.” 

Likewise, the group espouses the common-sense 
principle that the nation needs a “prison system that 
incapacitates dangerous offenders and career crimi-
nals but which is not used in such a way that makes 
nonviolent, low-risk offenders a greater risk to the 
public upon release than before they entered.” Its sig-
natories include such, er, radical personas as Rick 

Perry, Newt Gingrich and Grover Norquist. 

From what I’ve seen, the police unions and their leg-
islative allies (who mostly have been Democrats in 
California) created a system that puts the public and 
taxpayers last. They’ve passed laws that shield abu-
sive cops, squelch the release of legitimate public 
records, misspend tax money in ways that do not 
improve public safety, and use their clout to bully 
local officials into doing their bidding. 

I’ve often compared our policing system to the pub-
lic-school system. We all appreciate the tough and 
necessary jobs that police officers perform, just as 
we appreciate the work that teachers do in the 
classroom. Yet all these union protections – from 
the Peace Officers’ Bill of Rights to local collective-
bargaining agreements – make it as difficult to fire a 
misbehaving officer (and there are plenty of them) 
as it is to fire an incompetent teacher. The police 
unions resist reasonable policing reforms as zeal-
ously as the teachers’ unions resist educational re-
forms. 

“These (union) contracts typically give officers the 

(Continued on page 14) 



The ABC’s Of Tragic Incongruent Realities 
By Andy Caldwell 

dination with the Afghans, surrounding countries or 
NATO allies. This resulted in chaos.  

2.  Give up the High Ground. Today we are not all just 
whistling Dixie because the Union Army refused to 
yield the high ground at the battle of Gettysburg. In 
Kabul, the high ground was the U.S. airbase  at 
Bagram. The base was abandoned so there would be 
more troops to cover the embassy and the airport 
without putting more boots on the ground in Kabul. 
That was as risky as fighting the Battle of Britain with-
out airplanes.  

3.  Put the Enemy in Charge. Military operations are 
supposed to take options away from your enemy. The 
U.S. became totally dependent on the good graces of 
the Taliban for the evacuation at the Kabul airport. 
This would have been like asking the Nazis to plan 
the D-Day invasion.  

4.  Declaring Mission Accomplished. Who can forget 
President George W. Bush giving a thumbs-up under 
than iconic banner and then struggling through a 
bloody Insurgency in Iraq? It was foolish for Biden to 
be touting a "greater success than the Berlin airlift." 
This was like waving a red flag in front of the bull, 
making the airport an even more tempting target for 
terrorists and deepening the humiliation of the U.S. 
retreat. 

5.  Ending an Endless War by starting another. Wars 
are not ended by turning your back on the enemy. 
One would think Biden would have learned that when 
he right-seated for Obama in Iraq, Syria and Libya.  

These stories have something in common.  Ameri-
cans, common sense, and decency are being         
violated.  
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   A.  Charges have been filed some two months af-

ter a viral video from a woman who filmed herself con-
fronting Los Angeles “Wi Spa” staff about seeing a 
man naked in front of women and girls in the women’s 
section of the facility.  The perv was universally de-
fended as being within his rights, by the spa and eve-
ryone else, because he was perceived to be a 
transgender.  As it turns out, the man whose name is 
Merager, has been a registered sex offender since 
2006 and has a history of previous indecent exposure 
charges.  Who could have imagined? 

B.  The County of Santa Barbara, with a mere one 
week’s notice, decided that all employees must either 
get vaccinated or tested on a weekly basis.  Some 
county employees, fearful of retaliation, contacted me 
to forward some common sense exemptions as fol-
lows: 1) Employees who had covid want the require-
ment to get tested or vaxed waived because they 
have natural immunity.  2) The employees want a 
sunset date for this “emergency” policy.  3) Employ-
ees want the option to forego testing and vaccination 
and work from home instead.  4) Employees who 
work alone or outside believe a mask should be suffi-
cient for incidental contact with fellow employees and 
the public.  5) Employees want county supervisors to 
accept full life-time responsibility for any vaccine inju-
ries and illnesses occurring as a result of the man-
date.  6) Finally, employees want to know why only 
the unvaccinated are subject to weekly testing when, 
in fact, vaccinated people are just as susceptible to 
contracting and transmitting the delta variant.  These 
requests were ignored because the real goal here is 
purely coercive.  

C.  James Jay Carafano, a highly regarded military 
analyst with the Heritage Foundation, a 25-year Army 
veteran and graduate of West Point, who has several 
advanced degrees, writes that anyone who had grad-
uated boot camp could have planned a better exit 
strategy from Afghanistan than did the Biden Admin-
istration.  Here are the specific failures: 

1.  Ignore your allies. Churchill once said the only 
thing worse than fighting with allies was fighting with-
out them. Biden decided on a "no plan" plan. The U.S. 
would just bug out and then, worst case, Afghanistan 
would collapse afterwards. That necessitated no coor-



The Left’s Climate Path To Remaking Our Society Into A 
Communist Utopia 

Steven Milloy 
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   A new UN climate report reveals why this fall could 

be the most decisive one for the future of America. 

The report, entitled “Nationally Determined Contribu-
tions Under the Paris Agreement,” assesses progress 
in nations’ promises to cut emissions since the 2015 
Paris Climate Accord. The keyword being “promises,” 
not actual emissions cuts. 

According to the report, even if the 197 separate na-
tional promises to cut emissions were kept, emissions 
would still be 16% higher in 2030 than in 2010. But of 
course, nations are not living up to their promises to 
cut emissions. So in 2030, emissions will almost cer-
tainly be much greater than just “16% higher.” 

The report clearly illustrates that while politicians have 
been happy to promise to cut emissions, actual emis-
sions cuts are not being undertaken. Why? Because 
emissions cuts are not really possible while maintain-
ing and growing economies and standards of living. 

For the past 30 years, climate alarmism has been 
fueled by its own propaganda. Cynical politicians, re-
acting to media and activist pressure, promise to cut 
emissions at distant points in the future. While the pol-
iticians get cheered by the media and activists for 
their so-called “climate ambition,” the promised cuts 
are so far off in the future that none of the cynical 
promise-makers actually have to do the expensive 
and politically unpopular, if not impossible work of ac-

tually cutting emissions. For today’s politicians, the 
climate is all gain and no pain. 

But here’s the often-overlooked key to this. 

More cynical than the politicians are media and activ-
ists who don’t really care about actual cuts. They 
simply hope the pressure on politicians to panic on 
climate will lead to legislation and court orders that 
give the activists (aka the political left) the political 
power they seek to gain total control of our economy 
and society. Since the pandemic’s beginning, these 
same people aimed to not waste the crisis and move 
seamlessly from COVID-19 lockdowns into climate 
lockdowns so they could remake society into their 
communist Utopia. 

And here’s the really twisted part. 

Once the left is in charge of the economy and society, 
emissions cuts and climate hysteria will be forgotten 
about since, as the last 30 years have demonstrated, 
it won’t be possible to have any kind of society without 
fossil fuels and emissions.  

George Orwell captured this hypocritical evolution 

from revolution to totalitarianism well in Animal Farm 

when, in the end, the farm animals’ slogan “Four legs 

good. Two legs bad.” was cynically converted to: 

“Four legs good. Two legs better.” 
(Continued on page 12) 



Conservatives Need To Stop Viciously Attacking Each Other 
By Rachel Alexander 

avid supporter of him at first due to his mediocre 
record on abortion in the Senate, but after Goldwater 
pledged support for a Human Life Amendment, 
winning the endorsement of nationally renowned pro-
life doctor Carolyn Gerster, Duggan warmed up to 
him. After Goldwater safely won reelection to his last 
term in the Senate, and started reverting back to a 
less pro-life position, Duggan called him out for it in 
his articles. When Duggan wrote about Goldwater 
back at that time in 1981, Hitchcock had nothing but 
praise for his writing. 

Duggan says much of Hitchcock’s criticisms of him 
bizarrely consist of taking quotes from people Duggan 
was reporting on and attributing them to Duggan 
instead. Hitchcock attributed a remark critical of John 
McCain — who Hitchcock apparently really likes, 
which is strange considering McCain’s mediocre 
record on pro-life issues as well as other issues — to 
Duggan that was actually made by Rob Haney, a 
Phoenix conservative activist who is also Catholic and 
known for his dislike of McCain. McCain angered 
Arizona Right to Life over his advocacy of taxpayer-
funded fetal stem cell research. 

Duggan explains,  “Hitchcock reached all the way 
down to the 30th paragraph in my story in the 
September 19, 2013, Wanderer, to harvest that harsh 

(Continued on page 13) 
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   I heard about this bizarre occurrence of a very 

conservative Catholic historian going after a very 
conservative Catholic journalist, making him out to be 
something different, and was so jarred by his 
statements, which have significantly hurt the 
journalist’s career, that I thought it needed to be 
exposed. The left is already doing a good job of 
destroying conservatives, including threatening 
conservative organizations into canceling their 
employees, a significant problem in recent years. So 
why are we going after our own so viciously? 

Dexter Duggan writes for The Wanderer, a 
conservative Catholic publication and the oldest 
national weekly Catholic paper in the U.S. Previously, 
he worked with Catholic historian and professor 
James Hitchcock when they were both contributing 
editors at the National Catholic Register. Hitchcock 
referred favorably to some of Duggan’s articles in his 
own column. 

So Duggan was shocked when Hitchcock published a 
book called Abortion, Religious Freedom, and 
Catholic Politics in 2016 that misconstrued multiple 
things Duggan had written. The book purports to be a 
review of opposing Catholic views on abortion, but 
Duggan says it is really just an attack on two Catholic 
news sites, the National Catholic Reporter and 
Duggan’s conservative The Wanderer. Hitchcock said 
The Wanderer doesn’t regard abortion as a crucial 
issue, which isn’t true, it’s a core issue for the 
publication. Much of the problem with the book is 
Hitchcock ignores all the pro-life reporting Duggan 
and others at The Wanderer have done promoting the 
pro-life cause, pretending it doesn’t exist.  

Duggan says, “Despite the broader-sounding title, 
much of the book is an attack on The Wanderer, 
including me as one of its writers.” He said Hitchcock 
has effectively gotten him portrayed as “a traitor to the 
pro-life cause and a bad-faith ‘Paleoconservative,’ 
neither which is true.” Of 20 pages that address 
Duggan, Duggan says only one thing about him is 
accurate. 

Hitchcock said Duggan gave “unqualified support” to a 
“fanatically pro-abortion” politician. He was referring to 
Duggan’s writings 40 years ago about Barry 
Goldwater. But Duggan had a very nuanced, typical 
conservative pro-life view of Goldwater; he wasn’t an 
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Medicare For Y’all 
By Dr. G. Keith Smith 

a powerful employment recruitment tool for the federal 
government. While members of Congress pay 
Medicare taxes, they are not required once they reach 
age 65 to designate Medicare as their primary 
insurance. They’ve carved out a special exemption, 
unavailable to the rest of us, that places Medicare 
(increasingly shunned by physicians and hospitals) on 
the back bench. 

Obamacare Exemption for Congress:  While severe 
monetary penalties for failure to buy insurance were 
consequences for the populace at large, Congress 
members exempted themselves from these same 
Obamacare penalties. The penalties have been 
removed for all of us (for now), but clearly the 
lawmakers had no intention of complying with what 
the rest of us had to endure when the Unaffordable 
Care Act was passed. 

Vaccine Mandate Exemption:  The most recent and 
blatant example of “yes for thee, not for me,” is the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA)-enforced vaccine mandate decreed by the 
current occupant of the Oval Office. The mandate 
does not apply to the White House staff or members 
of Congress and their staff. When the postal workers’ 
union bowed up, they received an exemption. This 
would be laughable if the consequences of non-
compliance were trivial, but no tyrant worth his salt 
would threaten his subjects with a feather. The 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   As more individuals move to freer, less locked-

down states (like Oklahoma and Texas, for instance), 
the number of people saying “y’all” should greatly 
increase. The federal government, as in the Food and 
Drug Administration’s (FDA’s) Twitter post on “horse 
dewormer” (“You are not a horse…. Seriously, y’all. 
Stop it”), is signaling its attitude toward such people—
and our health and safety. 

The current overlords have unintentionally provided a 
glimpse into what socialized medicine will look like. 
Medicare for All (we’re going to call this Medicare for 
Y’all here on out), the political version of medical care, 
will appear no different than denying sufficient 
monoclonal antibody infusions to individuals in 
“uncooperative” states. In addition, those in charge 
will exempt themselves from the political medicine 
system they would impose on the rest of us, just as 
they’ve exempted themselves (White House staff, 
Congress, Postal Union, and probably others) from 
their recent punitive vaccine mandate. 

As we try to uncloak Uncle Sam’s medical scheme, 
let’s review some history, some examples of laws 
lawmakers don’t have to follow. It turns out that the 
federal government has a habit of exempting the 
“select few” from many of the rules and mandates 
imposed on its “citizens.” 

Social Security/Medicare Exemption:  Until about 
1983, civilian federal employees were exempt from 
Social Security taxes. While their exemption was 
eventually ended, there was no hesitation in providing 
the exemption in the early days, and this represented 
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The Left’s Climate Path To Remaking Our Society Into A 
Communist Utopia 

Cont. 

September 17. Only the leaders of three nations (out 
of the 197 that signed the Paris agreement) showed 
up – and none of them were the biggest emitter in the 
world, China. 

No one is cutting emissions. No one is even showing 
up to talk climate with Mr. Biden. Why would we hand 
over the keys to our vital energy system to the 
(political) power-crazed just as climate alarm is failing 
right before our eyes? 

Steve Milloy publishes JunkScience.com and is the 
author of “Scare Pollution: How and Why to Fix the 
EPA.”  
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Getting back to President Joe Biden’s climate plans, 
America is now looking down the barrel of a massive 
spending bill (advertised as costing $3.5 trillion but 
possibly really costing as much as $5.5 trillion or 
more). Although the spending is bad enough, the real 
threats are policy changes, especially for the climate. 

By far, the scariest provision is the so-called “Clean 
Energy Performance Program” (CEPP) which repre-
sents a federal government takeover of the nation’s 
electricity grid. 

The CEPP is a Rube Goldberg-Esque scheme worthy 
of the ever-goofy and blackout-prone California. It 
would both pay and penalize local utilities until they 
meet arbitrarily determined wind and solar power lev-
els, none of which will have the slightest effect on cli-
mate or the weather. But that’s okay to Democrats as 
their actual goal is to gain control of and to wield pow-
er over the nation’s electricity supply, nothing else or 
less. The CEPP is nothing less than Critical Race 
Theory for electricity generation and transmission. 

As Europe is demonstrating right now, the mindless 
push for renewables would be a disaster. In Germany 
and the UK, the expensive push for wind and solar 
power and the abandonment of coal for natural gas 
has pushed electricity prices to record highs amid an 
economy not fully recovered from the never-ending 
pandemic. UK factories are being shut down because 
of high gas prices. If the European winter is cold, high 
gas prices will result in more energy poverty and the 
existential choice for many of “heating or eating.” Eu-
rope may have to return to coal. 

Mr. Biden held a “leaders” climate summit by Zoom on 

(Continued from page 9) 



Conservatives Need To Stop Viciously Attacking Each Other 
Cont. 
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comment likening McCain to ‘a mad scientist.’ 
Hitchcock wasn’t just grabbing for the first words he 
saw, but read deeply into the story for a nugget that 
suited his deceptive tactics.” When Duggan quoted a 
couple of political strategists predicting that 
conservatives would defeat McCain from getting 
reelected one year, Hitchcock attributed the quote to 
Duggan.  

One of Duggan’s articles quoted a Washington Times 
reporter describing Sarah Palin, “she is eager to 
campaign for Republicans, independents, and even 
Democrats who share her values on limited 
government, strong defense, and ‘energy 
independence.’” Hitchcock twisted it to say, “In 2009 
Duggan placed his hopes in either conservative 
Democrats, a possible third party, or Sarah Palin.” 
Duggan said this was part of Hitchcock’s effort to 
make The Wanderer look like it shirks Republicans.  

The Global Catholic Network EWTN interviewed 
Hitchcock twice about his book. EWTN promoted the 
book and offered to take orders for it from the 
audience. Hitchcock portrayed himself as an authority 
on The Wanderer, saying he regularly read it and 
marked it up. Duggan said this was deceptive, 
considering Hitchcock ignored so much of The 
Wanderer’s coverage that contradicted his cherry-
picked examples. 

Duggan tried in vain to get the publishers and EWTN 
to correct the errors. He sent eight certified letters to 
EWTN about the errors, but they blew him off. He’s 
offered to appear on the network to explain his side, 
but they ignored his request. The Chips n Salsa show 
invited him on instead where he told his story. 
Hitchcock has only responded to him once, in 2019, 
with four curt sentences accusing him of being a bad 
Catholic. 

Duggan has now been fighting to clear his name for 
over four years. Hitchcock’s book is widely circulated 
among Catholic conservatives, used as a textbook at 
167 institutions around the world. It’s not clear why 
Hitchcock launched such a vicious attack on his 
former colleague. It may be due to the fact Hitchcock 
was a former Democrat, so he aligned more with 
McCain and less with Goldwater. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Duggan has such a wonderful, humorous style of 
writing that reading about his struggles pushing back 
against this attack is quite amusing. But it’s not funny 
because it’s destroying his reputation; many within the 
audience he caters to have heard about the criticism 
and are inclined to distance themselves from him. 
EWTN and the current publisher of Hitchcock’s book 
need to do the right thing and issue corrections. Four 
years of damage to Duggan’s reputation and 
thousands of dollars spent by him on attorneys all due 
to enabling a grudge. Contact Taylor & Francis and tell 
them they need to correct the wrong.  

Rachel Alexander is a political consultant (and editor 
and founder of Intellectual Conservative    



Getting It Right On Justice Reform  cont. 
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names of witnesses against them, including fellow 
officers,” the conservative California Policy Center 
explained. “That virtually assures that no fellow offic-
ers will ever testify against one another – the ramifica-
tions for ‘ratting out’ other officers would be severe. 
That’s how unions create a culture of protection – one 
that often includes ‘blue amnesia’ as officers conven-
iently forget what transpired during a troubling police 
encounter.” 

When reformers propose reasonable ideas to hold 
accountable the small number of problem officers – 
and federal data suggest that a tiny proportion of 
overly aggressive officers is the cause of the vast ma-
jority of abuses and settlements – the unions accuse 
them of being cop haters. It’s like when teachers’ un-
ions accuse school reformers of being foes of educa-
tion. We shouldn’t fall into that trap. 

In California, Democrats have long been the source of 
the problem given their close alliance with public-
sector unions of all types. That has resulted in deep 
fiscal problems, as police budgets are crowding out 
other local public services largely because of the huge 
resulting pension liabilities. Check out police compen-
sation in our state – it will blow your mind. 

But union political power also takes its toll on police 
accountability. In the last five years, the state Legisla-
ture finally has rolled back some of the state’s secrecy 
provisions. California – despite all its progressive pre-
tensions – has been particularly regressive. We’re 
one of only four states (all Democratic) that doesn’t 
have a process of decertifying officers, thereby letting 
fired cops go from one department to another. 

After the Legislature finally passed Senate Bill 1421 to 
open some peace-officer disciplinary records, the 
public learned harrowing stories about police misbe-
havior. Check out this Mercury News series on offic-
ers who “are convicted criminals” with eye-opening 
rap sheets. 

Thanks to changing national political dynamics, the 
state’s Democrats finally are bucking the police un-
ions and passing many reasonable (and some not-so 
reasonable) accountability laws. For instance, Gov. 
Gavin Newsom currently has on his desk Senate Bill 
2, which would finally create a state police-
decertification process. 

(Continued from page 7) 

Conservatives should be applauding (or leading) such 
efforts, given their fundamental belief about the im-
portance of governmental accountability and reform. 
There are plenty of areas of common ground – on 
everything from reforming federal asset-forfeiture laws 
to creating local response teams to dispatch social 
workers rather than officers to handle homeless-
related disturbances. 

At the very least, conservatives ought to be construc-
tively engaged in the issue rather than taking their 
current approach – one that figuratively flies the blue-
striped flag rather than realizing that many of the re-
forms echo the ideas (e.g., about the role of unions) 
they’ve long been touting. 

Steven Greenhut,  Resident Senior Fellow and West-
ern Region Director, State Affairs, R Street Institute 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 
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Medicare For Y’all cont. 
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$14,000-per-violation penalty has the attention of 
employers nationwide, many of whom are hoping the 
legal resources of their state governments can derail 
this federal invasion, an invasion from which the ruling 
class is exempted. 

Public Health Rules:  Disturbing as federal intrusions 
into all aspects of our lives might be, even more 
galling are the exemptions our overlords grant 
themselves to the rules inflicted on the rest of us. 
Exemptions that predate and encompass the 
pandemic timeline portend more to come. 

Increasingly we see the “us” and “them” display, 
where rules are conspicuously violated by those who 
make the rules. A governor dining at the French 
Laundry during the height of the California lockdown; 
the husband of a governor on a boating excursion 
when all boating activities were banned for anyone 
else who lived in Michigan; a confiscatory tax plan 
supported by a president who may very well owe 
$500,000 in back taxes. While the mask-less display 
at the Emmy awards was hypocritical, the exemptions 
lawmakers routinely provide for themselves are 
tyrannical. Indeed, government commits crimes 
(robbery by taxation and inflation, murder by drone, 
counterfeiting by Federal Reserve) every day, the 
committing of which would land any individual in jail, 
but the explicit exemption of the shafters from the 
laws the shaftees must obey defies any concept of the 

(Continued from page 11) 

rule of law. 

When my father asked the late Walter Williams years 
ago whether state actors were stupid or evil, he 
responded, “both.” However, state actors can’t 
effectively hide behind stupid or the “law of 
unintended consequences” when they explicitly shield 
themselves from the same consequences they inflict 
on the rest of us. I have no doubt that the past and 
current conduct of federal officials portends future 
legislative meddling in our medical affairs, the non-
compliance with which will hold no consequences for 
those who run the predator state. 

“Medicare for All” is what they will call it. I say we call 
it “Medicare for Y’all,” as it is meant for us, not for 
them. 

Anesthesiologist Dr. G. Keith Smith serves as the 
medical director, CEO and managing partner of a 
“free market” outpatient surgery center in Oklahoma 
City  



Newsom’s Spin On Jobless Claims  Cont. 
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on initial jobless claims just released shows that, dur-
ing the week of September 18, claims in California 
spiked 46.9% and accounted for half the 15.2% rise 
seen in the national total. 

The governor’s office acknowledges while “more 
work” needs to be done to regain the jobs lost to the 
pandemic, the figures reveal “promising progress for 
California’s economic recovery.” Newsom’s claim of 
“promising progress” is like the Baltimore Orioles lay-
ing claim to “promising progress” because they’ve on-
ly lost 104 games so far this season. 

In addition to its useful and understandable reports on 
unemployment in California, CCJE also issues other 
reports focused on energy costs and housing issues, 
especially where California stands relative to other 
states. The data are not encouraging. CCJE’s em-
ployment report has a special section called 
“Califormer,” which consists of a list of the latest com-
panies to move out of California entirely or move sig-
nificant parts of their operations to other states. 

Perhaps it is this part of the report that explains all the 
other dismal data. While Newsom fiddles with statis-
tics, his policies are burning California jobs.  

Jon Coupal is president of the Howard Jarvis  
Taxpayers Association. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Gov. Newsom Misled Public About Wildfire Prevention 
Efforts cont. 
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As the state explains, “All state and local agencies must give consideration to environmental protection in regu-
lating public and private activities” (including wildfire prevention efforts). “California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) provides a formal process for regulating entities to evaluate and mitigate environmental impacts that 
may occur as a result of a particular development.” 

This is the arduous CEQA work flow chart: 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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While the governor’s Office of Planning and Re-
search is the clearinghouse for CEQA projects, 
“OPR, coordinates the State-level review of Environ-
mental Documents prepared pursuant to the Califor-
nia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).” 

OPR may be the gatekeeper, and as such, process-
es the CEQA documents. Are they doing it in a time-
ly manner? What are the priorities for CEQA’s envi-
ronmental review projects, again, knowing Califor-
nia’s recent and very deadly wildfire history? 

As the flow chart indicates, determining if the project 
is exempt is almost the first task. 

If Gov. Newsom made wildfire prevention a priority 
on day-one in office, and many promises since, ex-
empting the forest clean up and wildfire prevention 
projects from CEQA should have been the priority 
pre-requisite in order to prevent deadly wildfires. 

“Everybody has had enough,” the governor said, 
announcing he’d signed a “sweeping executive or-
der” overhauling the state’s approach to wildfire pre-
vention. Climate change was sparking fires more 
frequent, ferocious, and far-reaching than ever be-
fore, Newsom said, and confronting them would 

(Continued from page 18) have to become a year-round effort.” 

“The state’s response, Newsom added, 
“fundamentally has to change.” 

While Gov. Newsom’s executive order “overhauling 
the state’s approach to wildfire prevention,” blames 
“climate change – persistent drought, warmer tem-
peratures, and more severe winds”  for creating 
“conditions that will lead to more frequent and de-
structive wildfires,” the executive order also admits 
“historically, fires lit by Native Americans and light-
ning strikes cleared the forest of surface fuels on a 
regular cycle to manage vegetation.” 

However, the governor’s executive order really only 
authorized a report from CalFire “with recommenda-
tions of the most impactful administrative, regulato-
ry, and policy changes or waivers the Governor can 
initiate that are necessary to prevent and mitigate 
wildfires to the greatest extent possible, with an em-
phasis on environmental sustainability and protec-
tion of public health.”  The non-sweeping, superficial 
Executive Order is below. 

As Rep. McClintock explains, since 1980, the in-

crease of environmental laws have produced an 80 

percent decline in timber harvested out of the feder-
(Continued on page 20) 
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Gov. Newsom Misled Public About Wildfire Prevention 
Efforts cont. 
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al forests and a concomitant increase in acreage destroyed by fire. And environmental laws have made the 

management of forest lands all but impossible. 

The Globe has not heard back from CalFire or the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, but will report 

again when we do. We did not make a public records request for internal communications, rather for procedural 

information. However, it appears our questions are ones that state agencies do not want to have to answer, 

principally because so many in government don’t think they have to answer to the people, and others are terri-

fied to. 

Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 19) 

sumer demands.  They disdain the blue collar workers in our midst, as they try to eliminate their jobs for per-
ceived environmental ills, including those having to with farming, manufacturing, industry and transportation. 

I consider it both a blessing and a curse to have been brought up by parents who were part of the greatest gen-
eration.  That is, the blessing has to do with what made this country great.  The fact that people were rewarded 
by way of taking risk; they lived sacrificially for their families and their country; entrepreneurial spirits were hon-
ored for their contributions to society and economy; and most people got to keep what they earned, purchased, 
and inherited.  The curse?  Watching all of the above getting frittered away by a generation of smug,              
self-satisfied, delusional narcissists who take everything they received for granted while they systematically dis-
mantle and disown our heritage, liberty, and economy. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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