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Assessing The Virus And The Panic                                  

By Andy Caldwell 
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   The strategies being employed against the corona-

virus have one goal in mind- to slow the spread of the 
disease in order to not overwhelm our hospitals and 
care providers.  Nevertheless, detecting this disease 
in patients has proven to be problematic, there is no 
clear treatment protocol for those who have it, and a 
significant number of people who could be spreading 
the virus will themselves experience no symptoms 
whatsoever. 

The truth is many other viruses in recent memory, 
namely, MERS and SARS, to name just two, present-
ed a similar public health threat. In fact, both MERS 
and SARS are versions of coronavirus that were more 
deadly but less widespread.  Irrespective, our govern-
ment is allocating tens of billions of dollars in an emer-
gency effort to find a vaccine, create a testing and 
treatment regimen, and alleviate the financial impacts 
of the emergency.  In addition, state and local officials 
have taken the unprecedented action of closing 
schools in addition to restricting community gatherings 
before our county had one confirmed case of the    
virus. 

Our county public health officer, Dr. Henning Ansorg, 
issued a declaration of a local health emergency and 
a health officer order for the postponement and can-
cellation of events of more than 250 people, as well 
as, a social-distancing order.  At the very same time, 
Dr. Ansorg indicated that “Daily routine school should 
continue because closing them has never been 
shown to stem an epidemic, and it would be an extra 
burden on the parents”.  Nevertheless, the very next 
day, our schools were closed.   

On what basis did our schools ignore Dr. Ansorg’s 
advice on this matter?  Some people may not be able 
to go to work because their children are now home 
from school for the indefinite future. Worse yet, some 
kids may now end up being sent to grandma’s house 
in utter disregard of the fact that older people are the 
most susceptible to the mortal threat of the disease!  

The cancellations of events throughout the region and 
deterring people from being out in public is fomenting 
unemployment for numerous workers and a loss of 
business for business owners.  What is additionally 
disconcerting are the hoarders.  Their greed and para-
noia is only making a bad situation worse.  That is, we 
have seen grocery store shelves emptied due to the 
threat of this emergency, thereby, putting healthy  

people in a totally unnecessary predicament.  This 
begs the question, how will we negotiate even more 
dire emergencies that would serve to create a genu-
ine disruption of our supply chains?  

Let us consider that this year’s “regular” flu affected 
34 million, resulted in 350,000 hospitalizations and 
20,000 deaths, however, that didn’t make the news 
and society moved on as normal, but none of that 
seems to matter.  Another set of data that is being 
overlooked has to do with the first cruise ship quaran-
tined for coronavirus.  The vast majority of people on 
board this closed system did not test positive for the 
virus.  A professor from Stanford, among others, be-
lieves the lessons learned from this episode indicate 
that the mortality rate from this virus is inflated. 

Finally, as our society moves from abundance of cau-
tion to overkill, by way of shutting down our economy, 
there have been numerous studies over the years 
from various universities from around the world, in-
cluding Yale, that indicate that high unemployment 
rates can lead to significantly increased risks of sui-
cide, heart attacks, depression, and alcohol and drug 
abuse.  We need to be careful that this “cure” of shut-
ting down the economy is not worse than the dis-
ease.  Too many people in America are one paycheck 
away from abject poverty. .  



While Venice Beach Residents Under Lockdown, Homeless 
And Encampments Grow And Thrive      
By Katy Grimes 

• A gang of youths disassembling literally stacks of 
high-end bicycles in front of their tents, but this 
isn’t a chop-shop because there is no proof; 

• Other youths who’ve clambered onto the roof of a 
church to engage in loud drunken revelry all night 
long, later willing to vandalize the homes of resi-
dents they suspect of calling the police; 

• Women followed and harassed; 

• human and canine feces everywhere; 

• bottles of urine sitting on street curbs; 

• discarded syringes; 

• rats multiplying like, rats, getting fat on garbage 
and food scraps piling up around tents; 

men stoned on methamphetamine and frenetically 
prowling the streets; 

(Continued on page 16) 
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   None of the COVID-19 lockdown rules 

seem to apply to the homeless  

There is not a homeless crisis or housing crisis in 
Venice Beach so much as a drug crisis, an alco-
holism crisis, a mental health crisis, and a break-

down of law and order.  

Apart from excursions to perform essential work or 
engage in essential activities, California’s 40 million 
residents have now been under house arrest for over 
a week. But in the homeless haven known as Venice 
Beach, the party hasn’t skipped a beat. 

Law abiding residents have deserted the Los Angeles 
coast after a crackdown following a weekend of what 
mayor Eric Garcetti called people getting “too close 
together, too often.”  

Parking lots along the Los Angeles beaches are roped 
off. Along the boardwalk in Venice Beach, all the busi-
nesses are closed. 

None of these new rules seem to apply to the home-
less. Whatever minimal law enforcement still existed 
in Venice Beach prior to the COVID-19 outbreak has 
diminished further, and more tents than ever have ap-
peared on the boardwalk and along the streets. 

It’s important to recognize that some of California’s 
homeless are victims of circumstances beyond their 
control, who want to work, who have to care for young 
children, who stay sober, who obey the laws. But not 
sufficiently acknowledged by agenda driven politicians 
and compassionate care bureaucrats is the fact that 
most of these truly “homeless” find shelter. 

The vast majority of homeless that remain unshel-
tered, especially in places like Venice Beach, are ei-
ther drug addicts, alcoholics, mentally ill, or criminals. 
None of these people belong on the streets, not now, 
and not ever. There is not a homeless crisis or hous-
ing crisis in Venice Beach so much as a drug crisis, 
an alcoholism crisis, a mental health crisis, and a 
breakdown of law and order. 

Stories about what has been happening in Venice 
Beach are endless and chilling: 

• A man swinging an ax in the middle of an ally who 
cannot be arrested because he isn’t breaking any 
laws; 
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Let’s Hope For A Rematch!        

 By Andy Caldwell 

issues facing county government as a whole, namely 
the pension crisis and the absurd amount of time, en-
ergy and money being wasted on climate-related vir-
tue signaling at the expense of issues germane to the 
health, well-being, and quality of life of local residents. 

As I wrote last week, the Capps campaign, in desper-
ation mode was trying to portray Williams as the ben-
eficiary of secret and nefarious political action cam-
paign expenditures made on his behalf.  As I men-
tioned, PAC monies are not secret, they are disclosed 
to the public just like all other campaign donations.  I 
wrote that the PAC dollars were being spent to try and 
get out the republican vote on behalf of Williams and 
there is nothing nefarious about that.  Finally, I point-
ed out that Capps hasn’t bothered to criticize Joan 
Hartmann who, in the third district supervisor’s race, 
got just as much money from special interests as did 
Das.  

In desperation hyper-mode, Capps, in the waning 
days of the campaign, went for the kill shot.  She as-
serted that Das Williams was being supported by the 
oil industry and that he was in their pocket!  If that ri-
diculous statement were true, Das would never have 
been inclined to hastily roll out the red carpet for    
marijuana in the first place.  
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   Can you recall a more entertaining, bizarre and 

outlandish set of circumstances and snarl as we just 
witnessed in the first district supervisor’s race wherein 
Laura Capps challenged incumbent Das Williams? 

In this particular race, I choose not to endorse either 
candidate in my capacity as an opinion writer.  None-
theless, you would not believe the grief I received 
from the Laura Capps contingent as a result of the 
commentaries I wrote about the race.  I was accused 
of being a secret Das Williams and cannabis         
supporter.   

With regard to Das, it is true that if I were a voter in 
the first district, I would have been inclined to vote for 
him, but only because he is the devil I know.  Having 
said that, I have never supported the proliferation of 
marijuana grows in this county and I am completely 
sympathetic to the people being afflicted by the air 
pollution emanating from the grows.  The truth is, one 
of my biggest complaints about Williams is that one of 
the reasons he rolled out the red carpet for the mariju-
ana industry was to help replace lost revenue to the 
county from the oil industry, an industry he opposes 
and I support.   

It bears repeating that the only real impetus against 
Williams had everything to do with the stink permeat-
ing the Carpinteria Valley arising from marijuana 
grows.  Well, I opposed the legalization of recreational 
pot and I maintain that the oil industry has far more 
positive benefits to society as a whole than does 
pot.  Regardless, there is too much at stake to elect-
ing a county supervisor than this one single issue.   

More importantly, I could not support Laura Capps 
because of her inner circle comprised of the likes of 
Sarah Miller McCune, Janet Wolf and Susan Jordan, 
who are, in my opinion, responsible for all sorts of po-
litical, social and economic ills in this county.  Janet 
Wolf, in particular, was the rudest county supervisor in 
my long career as a local government watch-
dog.   And, let’s not ignore Capps’ record on the local 
school board which is polluting the minds of our     
children.  

In the end, I couldn’t bring myself to support Das de-
spite the old adage that the enemy of my enemy is my 
friend.  Why?  Because I still maintain that there 
wouldn’t be a dime’s worth of difference between Wil-
liams and Capps with regard to the most important 



Is The Coronavirus A Viral Fiasco?                             

By Andy Caldwell 

blames the media for causing unnecessary panic by 
focusing on the relentless increase in the cumulative 
numbers in comparison to the declining rate of in-
crease of the infection. 

Meanwhile, local health officials, like so many others, 
have been showing a table with two graphs.  The first 
graph represents a meteoric rise in the number of in-
fected individuals, while the second graph illustrates a 
flattened curve.  Yet, they won’t put any real numbers 
on these two graphs.  That is, they have not demon-
strated to the public what they have actually been pre-
dicting as either the best case or worst case scenario 
with respect to the spread of the virus.   

Thankfully, Supervisor Peter Adam pressed them to 
give us one key indicator, how many people have ac-
tually needed to be hospitalized in this county?  The 
answer at the time of the March 24 board of sups 
hearing was one patient!  That is one person out of 
440,000 residents!  Does that not constitute a flat 
curve?  Moreover, the public health department won’t 
bother to offer tests to the majority of people who be-
lieve they may have the virus, instead telling them to 
go home and recuperate!  Can they really have it both 
ways? 

What really matters here in CA are the actual fatalities 
along with the number of people in the hospital, espe-
cially in ICU, versus the number of people who test 
positive but are told to go home and the number of 
people who test negative.  Then, all these numbers 
need to be put in the context of how many people live 
in this state.   

In my opinion, we should then focus on isolating the 
senior citizens with serious underlying conditions ra-
ther than shutting down our economy because it is a 
well-known fact that a recession with high unemploy-
ment numbers will also seriously impact public health 
(heart attacks, suicide, drug and alcohol abuse,      
domestic violence, etc.).  
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    California keeps reporting the number of people 

infected along with crisis-level infection prediction 
rates going forward.  Is this the right metric?  They 
say we need to “flatten the curve” of the coronavirus 
infection rate so as to not overwhelm our hospi-
tals.  But, how do you measure our progress or lack 
thereof?  That is, how do we know if the predictions 
for catastrophic infection rates are actually happening 
or not? 

Please direct your attention to the growing number of 
preeminent scientists who question the threat of this 
pandemic and our response to it, including two scien-
tists from Stanford, epidemiologist John Ioannidis, the 
co-director of its Meta-Research Innovation Center, 
whose essay on this subject was published in the life 
science news site STAT, along with the work of Mi-
chael Levitt, a Nobel laureate and Stanford biophysi-
cist, as reported in the Los Angeles Times. 

Specifically, Dr. Ioannidis believes the shutdown of 
our economy has been made in a data vacuum, call-
ing it a “once in a century evidence fiasco” with policy-
makers relying on meaningless statistics based on 
unreliable samples all having to do with a phenome-
non known as “selection bias”.  He believes the real 
population fatality rate of the coronavirus could be 
less lethal than a typical seasonal influenza and that 
flattening the spread of the virus could even backfire. 
And, finally, that this particular viral outbreak does not 
even register as a “blip within the noise” of estimated 
influenza-like illnesses the world over. 

Dr. Levitt, for his part, began analyzing the corona-
virus outbreak in China back in January and accurate-
ly predicted that the number of fatalities would not 
skyrocket as other medical professionals and politi-
cians indicated.  Whereas, he emphasizes the im-
portance of social distancing, he has determined that 
the disease rates are declining throughout the world 
even in countries that did not impose the draconian 
isolation measures as did China.  Moreover, he 



Money Can’t Buy Love, Or Elections                            

By  Jon Coupal 

It is clear now that they were mistaken. 

Another example of how campaign money doesn’t 
translate into success is the failed presidential 
candidacy of Michael Bloomberg. Although that was a 
national campaign, he spent tons of money here in 
California on radio, television and social media, all for 
naught. Nationally, he spent over $600 million and 
managed only to pick up a few delegates in the 
American Samoa Islands.  Comics have labeled 
Bloomberg as the “Jesse Smollett” of politics insofar as 
they both paid a lot of money to get beaten. 

California has a long history of well-funded campaigns 
doing poorly, including gubernatorial candidates Ron 
Unz, Al Checci and Meg Whitman, for whom seemingly 
unlimited money became more of a negative than a 
positive. 

The same is true for initiatives in that powerful interest 
groups such as insurance companies, doctors and 
public-sector unions often come up short with their 
proposals using the tools of direct democracy. 

California politician Jesse Unruh famously said that 
money is the mother’s milk of politics and that still is no 
doubt true. 

Financial resources are usually a prerequisite to 
political success. 

However, Americans should not be fooled into 
believing that $200,000 spent by Russia on tacky 
Facebook ads could affect a national election when 
Michael Bloomberg couldn’t make a dent in the 
Democratic primary with $600 million. 
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   Of the many conclusions that can be drawn from 

the March primary election in California, perhaps the 
most notable is that money doesn’t always translate 
into political success. 

Let’s start with the “bad” Proposition 13 — the $15 
billion statewide school bond measure which, at this 
writing, is way behind in the polls. The Associated 
Press has already called the election for the 
opponents. 

The proponents of the bond had a lot of things going 
for them including the vocal support of the governor, 
education interests, public sector unions and 
developers. They also had a sympathetic purpose. 
Raising money for schools has traditionally been easy 
in California because education ranks very high in 
importance among the state’s voters. The slogan “it’s 
for the kids” may over overused, but it can still be 
effective. 

The proponents also had something else which should 
have translated into a huge advantage: Lots of 
campaign cash. Although all the financial filings with 
California’s secretary of state are not yet publicly 
available, the proponents spent at least $10 million and 
perhaps much more than that to push their messaging. 

Slick television ads claiming crumbling schools, lead in 
the pipes and asbestos in the ceiling tiles were 
intended to push the sympathy buttons of concerned 
voters. 

As for the opponents, a small-scale, grassroots 
guerrilla campaign anchored with a modest $250,000 
statewide radio ad proved to be highly effective. But 
perhaps the most important factor in the opponents’ 
campaign was a carefully crafted opposition argument 
in the official ballot pamphlet. 

That didn’t cost a dime. That argument hit some 
sympathy buttons as well, including the high tax burden 
in California, the misuse and waste of existing 
education dollars and the threat of higher property 
taxes due to an obscure provision in the bond measure 
that raised local districts’ debt ceiling so they could 
issue more bonds themselves. 

Local school bonds add extra charges to property tax 
bills. 

The bond backers may have assumed that a 40-to-1 
advantage in campaign dollars would be more than 
enough, no matter how flawed the underlying proposal. 
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   Green washing is defined as disinformation dis-

seminated by an organization so as to present an en-
vironmentally responsible public image.  County su-
pervisors and various city councils here in the south 
county have perfected green washing to a political art 
form.  As an example, consider the million dollar plus 
expenditure by the county of Santa Barbara to dupe 
the public into thinking buying electric vehicles and 
installing charging stations is going to help “make a 
difference”.   

Santa Barbara County’s vehicle purchase policy has 
them buying new vehicles and then selling them again 
when they hit the 100,000 mile mark.  They could 
save a boatload of money by buying lease-return ve-
hicles that are three years old and keeping those a 
little bit longer than the 100,000 mark, but, of course, 
saving money is not the goal.  Moreover, keeping cars 
as long as you can is the greenest thing you can do 
for the environment because the production of the 
cars is extremely energy and resource intensive.   

To make matters worse, the county is now going to 
buy 56 all-electric vehicles because gas/electric hy-
brids just wouldn’t do.  This project will then require 
the county to install a couple hundred thousand dol-
lars’ worth of recharging equipment.  The county will 
pay for the vehicles via a labyrinth of taxpayer dollars 
including slush fund monies wrought out of consum-
ers and ratepayers by hook and crook.   

Here is where the green washing comes in.  The 
county will claim they helped clean up the environ-
ment because they bought these electric vehi-
cles.  Yet, that really depends on where they get the 
electricity to charge the vehicles, doesn’t it?  In view 
of the fact that a significant amount of California’s 
electricity supply is still being generated by natural 
gas, well, then, they might as well have bought a car 
that runs on natural gas.  That is, converting natural 
gas to electricity in order to charge a car doesn’t make 
the car green. 

Moreover, the supervisors didn’t want to discuss the 
fact that raw materials for the electric batteries are 
strip-mined or that the battery, at the end of its life, will 
be considered hazardous waste.  Nope.  They are 
sticking to their story that the cars are good for the 
environment no matter what.    

My favorite part of this story?  The county has a road 
maintenance and infrastructure shortfall worth a cou-
ple hundred million dollars that is growing worse by 
the day.  The longer they wait to repair our roads, the 
more costly the projects will be, because after a while, 
the roads can no longer be repaired, they have to be 
rebuilt in their entirety.   

Hence, the ultimate green wash going on here comes 
by way of virtual signaling down a bumpy road.  That 
is, the board of supervisors authorized the purchase 
of all those shiny new electric vehicles at the expense 
of our crumbling roads.  Irony of ironies, these roads 
can only be repaired with asphalt, a product made 
from petroleum.  Of course, the supervisors could af-
ford to repair more roads if they bought less expen-
sive vehicles, but, what fun is that?  

The Bumpy Road To A Green Utopia 

By Andy Caldwell  
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Quit Yelling “Pandemic”!                                        

By Andy Caldwell  

a run on the stock market. 

Most importantly, we need to accurately assess the 
size of this fire.  This flu, like all others, poses the 
most risk to older people with underlying health 
conditions.  Nevertheless, the fact of the matter is that 
the mortality rate has been grossly exaggerated.  This 
is due to the fact that the vast majority of the people 
who may have contracted the disease were never 
tested to confirm the infection.  And, our leading 
health care professionals don’t want to induce the 
general public into believing they need to be tested 
because 99% of the people who contract coronavirus 
are not in any more danger than they are from other 
strains of flu.  Medical professionals want to reserve 
the capacity of hospitals, doctor’s offices, and 
laboratories for the people who are really going to 
need it.  

I believe all due concern should be focused on those 
most vulnerable and susceptible to mortal threats 
from this virus, while encouraging the rest of society 
to follow routine best hygiene practices while they go 
about their daily routine as versus joining a stampede 
for the exits. 
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   For the record, I am one of the people in society 

who should be most worried about the coronavirus 
because I have asthma which means catching this flu 
could be very dangerous for me.  Furthermore, I have 
personally suffered one of the most virulent forms of 
influenza that should have landed me in a hospital, 
but because of exigent circumstances, I was forced to 
suffer through the worst of it alone.  I tell you this to 
help you understand that I would never downplay the 
risks of a severe flu or the complications thereof for 
people with underlying conditions that can lead to 
mortal implications. 

Having said all that, I have to ask, have we forgotten, 
as a society, why it is illegal to yell fire in a crowded 
theater?  In the event there really is a fire in a theater, 
there are two equally important tasks that need to be 
done in order to avoid catastrophe.  First, the fire 
needs to be put out and second, a stampede needs to 
be avoided at all costs.  This has to do with the fact 
that the stampede can prove to be more deadly than 
the fire.  The worse scenario is a stampede 
precipitated by way of exaggerated threat. 

One of the words that has triggered the populace is 
the use of the term pandemic.  People panic when 
they hear this word because they don’t know what it 
really means.  The word pandemic is used to describe 
the rate and span of the spread of a disease, not the 
lethality of the same.  This is why, in a previous piece, 
I relayed the fact that this year’s “normal” flu has 
proven more deadly than the previous pandemic of 
2010.  Moreover, the odds that the coronavirus flu will 
exceed the mortality rate of this year’s “normal” flu is 
remote due to the fact that the vast majority of the 
people contracting coronavirus will experience either 
no symptoms at all or very mild 
symptoms.  Unfortunately, these simple truths are not 
being heard because the word pandemic is being 
shouted out so loudly that people can’t hear the 
comparative threat assessment. 

Frankly, with respect to our nation’s response to the 
threat of the coronavirus, I believe the media and 
certain politicians have actually served to create a 
cacophony of voices yelling fire which has served to 
incite the populace to stampede.  Hence, what we are 
witnessing right now borders on the theater of the 
absurd, including the continuing run on toilet paper for 
a respiratory, versus digestive tract, flu outbreak and 
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Class Warfare In The Oil Patch                                          

By Andy Caldwell 

food, utilities, and fuel were never a problem in their 
household.  Hence, they could not relate to the oil 
field workers testifying that their jobs allowed them to 
earn a good living in the Santa Maria Valley, which 
otherwise has some of the highest poverty rates in the 
nation.  

The students wouldn’t acknowledge my testimony 
either.  That is, oil and gas are just as natural to earth 
as is wind and sunshine.  Moreover, converting wind 
and solar to electricity is not benign in view of the fact 
that the raw materials that are required to build wind 
turbines and solar panels must be mined from the 
earth just like oil and gas.  Specifically, the Lompoc 
wind turbines are each comprised of hundreds of tons 
of steel and they kill birds and bats on a daily basis. 

Nope, none of that mattered, because of what the 
students had learned in class.  And, oh, by the way, 
these college students are of the cohort that is now 
demanding that these blue-collar workers, and the 
rest of the people living in places such as the Santa 
Maria valley, dig deeper into their pockets in order to 
pay off their college loans.  That is, in effect, the 
students would callously hand these oil field workers a 
job termination notice along with the responsibility of 
paying off their student loan, if they had their 
druthers.   
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   One of my all-time favorite movie scenes is from 

Good Will Hunting.  If you recall, the movie is about a 
troubled young man who is nonetheless a genius, 
played by Matt Damon, and a down to earth 
psychologist, played by Robin Williams, who is trying 
to help Damon’s character get on the right track in 
life.  In the scene, Williams delivers the ultimate blow 
to Damon’s glib views on life by informing him that 
there is no substitute for real life experiences in 
comparison to Damon’s proclivity for emotional 
detachment aided and abetted by smug 
condescension.  

The subject matter at hand was the inherent cost of 
life and love having to do with loss, in this case, 
having to do with William’s wife, who had died from 
cancer.  Williams point was there is only so much you 
can truly know about a subject by reading a book or 
by way of distant observations, in comparison to, 
being committed to a real relationship that requires 
trust and vulnerability that includes the risk of losing 
everything you love. 

This is what I was thinking about while I watched a 
group of UCSB college students disembark from a 
diesel engine bus that transported the students to 
Santa Maria to facilitate their version of a virtue-
signaling therapy session.  The students were there to 
pontificate at a hearing conducted by a state agency 
tasked with regulating onshore oil 
operations.  Specifically, ala Good Will Hunting, the 
students gave remarks based upon what they 
“learned in class”.  That is, the students were smugly 
telling the state agency representatives about all the 
inherent dangers of oil and gas operations, of which 
they have no real knowledge and none of which were 
true.  

Completely lost on these “gliberals” who have never 
set foot in the oil patch?  The industry has operated in 
the Santa Maria Valley for over 100 years without a 
single incidence of any of the catastrophes the 
protestors claim are inherent to the industry, such as 
the contamination of air and water.  

To say these college students can’t relate to life in 
Santa Maria would be an understatement.  You could 
feel the smug superiority of these students who have 
the unique background of coming from among the 
wealthiest families in the state.  The cost of housing, 
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   I walked into Costco to see for myself.  Had there 

really been a run on water and toilet paper as a result 
of hysteria having to do with the coronavirus?  The 
answer is yes!  This, in spite of the fact that there has 
been no indication that our water supplies could either 
be contaminated or shut off in the event of a pandem-
ic, and this particular flu affects the lungs and not the 
digestive tract.  The other run on the market that at 
least made some sense was the hoarding of hand 
sanitizer.   

Whereas, I believe people should be duly concerned 
about the coronavirus, I also believe the media and 
some politicians (naming this flu the Trump Virus!) 
have irresponsibly whipped up the populace.  This 
has to do with the fact that this year’s “regular” flu 
(H1N1) has, thus far, been  much more deadly than 
the coronavirus.   

The CDC estimates this year there have been at least 
34 million flu illnesses, 350,000 hospitalizations, and 
20,000 deaths.  In comparison, here in the United 
States, as of March 6, the total number of confirmed 
cases of coronavirus was 148 persons with ten deaths 
having occurred according to the World Health Organ-
ization.  The media has ignored this comparative 
threat assessment.  Another thing the media has ig-
nored is that 80% of coronavirus cases the world over 
have been classified as mild or asymptomatic, the lat-
ter meaning the people didn’t have any symptoms at 
all! 

Nevertheless, here was the opening paragraph from 
an Associated Press piece, dripping with drama and 
woe, “Crossing more borders, the new coronavirus hit 
a milestone Friday, infecting more than 100,000 peo-
ple worldwide as it wove itself deeper into the daily 
lives of millions, infecting the powerful, the unprotect-
ed poor and vast masses in between”.   

The press, firm believers in the maxim that if the story 
bleeds, it leads, has done nothing to help keep things 
in perspective.  For instance, the more recent actual 
pandemic occurred in 2009.  From April 12, 2009 to 
April 10, 2010, CDC estimated there were 60.8 million 
cases, 274,304 hospitalizations, and 12,469 deaths in 
the United States due to that virus, indicating less 
mortality than this year’s regular flu! 

Let’s compare these statistics with the 1918 influenza 

Take A Coronavirus Chill Pill                   

By Andy Caldwell 

pandemic, which according to the CDC “was the most 
severe pandemic in recent history. It was caused by 
an H1N1 virus with genes of avian origin. Although 
there is not universal consensus regarding where the 
virus originated, it spread worldwide during 1918-
1919.  In the United States, it was first identified in 
military personnel in spring of 1918. It is estimated 
that about 500 million people or one-third of the 
world’s population became infected with this virus. 
The number of deaths was estimated to be at least 50 
million worldwide with about 675,000 occurring in the 
United States.”   

One of the reasons the 1918 flu was so deadly had to 
do with the fact that back then there were no vaccina-
tions available and no antibiotics to treat secondary 
bacterial infections that can be associated with influ-
enza infections.  Fortunately, here in America, the 
likelihood of the coronavirus affecting us to this de-
gree is extremely remote.  Furthermore, let’s not for-
get that we managed, in recent memory to survive the 
Hong Kong Flu, the Avian Flu, the Swine Flu, and 
SARS, not to mention the threats associated with Le-
gionnaire’s Disease and Ebola! 

Meanwhile, speaking of plagues of truly biblical pro-
portions, did you know that a tsunami of hundreds of 
billions of locusts has eaten most of the crops in Afri-
ca and is heading towards China?   Unfortunately, 
though tens of millions of people could end up starv-
ing to death in Africa, the world’s attention is else-
where. 
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   With coronavirus turning our lives into a zombie 

apocalypse, most Americans have been fairly noncha-
lant as government officials grab the most expansive 
power that they can get their hands on. For instance, 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom has claimed the au-
thority to commandeer private hotels [1] to house 
homeless people, while various governors have 
threatened to impose martial law — even though 
there are no signs of broad social unrest. 

Leftist writers have declared that the coronavirus situ-
ation — and I do agree that it’s a very serious situa-
tion — disproves the central point about libertarianism 
[2] and any other philosophy that is concerned about 
keeping government limited. I just don’t see it. All the 
crisis has done is give public officials from both par-
ties the rationale to do whatever it is they want. Have 
you looked at the garbage the Democrats have tried 
to cram into the bailout bill? 

From what I see, the government seems incompetent 
and craven. The marketplace [3] is what’s keeping 
food on our shelves, gasoline at the pumps, and hos-
pitals functioning as well as they are, despite every-
thing. If anything, this bizarre state of affairs provides 
a little insight into what life would be like if the state 
more directly controlled the economy. I’m not sure 
why more Americans don’t understand the deprivation 
that would result and why more of them don’t share 
my limited-government views. 

But there are some things state and federal officials 

can do to help ameliorate all the current pain and suf-
fering. Most of these things, not surprisingly, revolve 
around reducing the rules that impede a properly 
functioning market. For instance, state occupational-
licensing rules [4] keep doctors and nurses from 
crossing state lines to provide care. The Food and 
Drug Administration’s bureaucracy slows the develop-
ment of needed drugs. 

In California, the newly passed Assembly Bill 5 [5] had 
been causing hardship before the coronavirus pan-
demic hit our shores, and now it’s only compounding 
people’s ability to deal with it. That union-created leg-
islation has banned many companies from using free-
lance and contractor labor. It was designed to force 
Uber, Lyft, DoorDash, and other app-based transpor-
tation companies to hire their drivers as permanent 
employees, but it also has ensnared long-haul truck 
drivers, writers, photographers, musicians, umpires — 
you name it. 

Suspending AB 5 is crucial for three reasons [6]. First, 
California employees — like employees all over the 
country — are facing a vast rollback in their ability to 
earn a living. This is particularly harmful for lower-
income workers who lack financial reserves to see 
them through a virtual government-mandated shut-
down of the economy. People are being impoverished 
by the crisis, yet Newsom refuses to relax rules that 
keep them from earning a living. 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Greening Our Way To Infection  

By John Tierney 

surrogate to risk transmission on the hands of the 
shoppers and checkout clerks, as well as on many 
surfaces touched by the shoppers, including pack-
aged food, unpackaged produce, shopping carts, 
checkout counters, and the touch screens used to pay 
for groceries. The researchers said that the results 
warranted the adaptation of “in-store hand hygiene” 
and “surface disinfection” by merchants, and they also 
recommended educating shoppers to wash their 
bags.  

An earlier study of supermarkets in Arizona and Cali-
fornia found large numbers of bacteria in almost all 
the reusable bags—and no contamination in any of 

(Continued on page 13) 
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  The ban on single-use plastic grocery 

bags is unsanitary—and it comes at the 
worst imaginable time. 

The COVID-19 outbreak is giving new meaning to 
those “sustainable” shopping bags that politicians and 
environmentalists have been so eager to impose on 
the public. These reusable tote bags can sustain the 
COVID-19 and flu viruses—and spread the viruses 
throughout the store.  

Researchers have been warning for years about the 
risks of these bags spreading deadly viral and bacteri-
al diseases, but public officials have ignored their con-
cerns, determined to eliminate single-use bags and 
other plastic products despite their obvious ad-
vantages in reducing the spread of pathogens. In New 
York State, a new law took effect this month banning 
single-use plastic bags in most retail businesses, and 
this week Democratic state legislators advanced a bill 
that would force coffee shops to accept consumers’ 
reusable cups—a practice that Starbucks and other 
chains have wisely suspended to avoid spreading the 
COVID-19 virus.  

John Flanagan, the Republican leader of the New 
York State Senate, has criticized the new legislation 
and called for a suspension of the law banning plastic 
bags. “Senate Democrats’ desperate need to be 
green is unclean during the coronavirus outbreak,” he 
said Tuesday, but so far he’s been a lonely voice 
among public officials.  

The COVID-19 virus is just one of many pathogens 
that shoppers can spread unless they wash the bags 
regularly, which few people bother to do. Viruses and 
bacteria can survive in the tote bags up to nine days, 
according to one study of coronaviruses.  

The risk of spreading viruses was clearly demonstrat-
ed in a 2018 study published in the Journal of Envi-
ronmental Health. The researchers, led by Ryan Sin-
clair of the Loma Linda University School of Public 
Health, sent shoppers into three California grocery 
stores carrying polypropylene plastic tote bags that 
had been sprayed with a harmless surrogate of a vi-
rus.  

After the shoppers bought groceries and checked out, 
the researchers found sufficiently high traces of the 
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the new single-use plastic bags. When a bag with 
meat juice on the interior was stored in the trunk of a 
car, within two hours the number of bacteria multiplied 
tenfold.  

The researchers also found that the vast majority of 
shoppers never followed the advice to wash their 
bags. One of the researchers, Charles Gerba of the 
University of Arizona, said that the findings “suggest a 
serious threat to public health,” particularly from fecal 
coliform bacteria, which was found in half the bags. 
These bacteria and other pathogens can be trans-
ferred from raw meat in the bag and also from other 
sources. An outbreak of viral gastroenteritis among a 
girls’ soccer team in Oregon was traced to a resuable 
grocery bag that had sat on the floor of a hotel bath-
room.  

In a 2012 study, researchers analyzed the effects of 
San Francisco’s ban on single-use plastic grocery 
bags by comparing emergency-room admissions in 
the city against those of nearby counties without the 
bag ban. The researchers, Jonathan Klick of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania and Joshua Wright of George 
Mason University, reported a 25 percent increase in 
bacteria-related illnesses and deaths in San Francisco 
relative to the other counties. The city’s Department of 
Public Health disputed the findings and methodology 
but acknowledged that “the idea that widespread use 
of reusable bags may cause gastrointenstinal infec-
tions if they are not regularly cleaned is plausible.”  

(Continued from page 12) New York’s state officials were told of this risk before 
they passed the law banning plastic bags. In fact, as 
the Kings County Politics website reported, a Brook-
lyn activist, Allen Moses, warned that shoppers in 
New York City could be particularly vulnerable be-
cause they often rest their bags on the floors of sub-
way cars containing potentially deadly bacteria from 
rats—and then set the bag on the supermarket check-
out counter. Yet public officials remain committed to 
reusable bags.  

A headline on the website of the New York Depart-
ment of Health calls reusable grocery bags a “Smart 
Choice”—bizarre advice, considering all the elaborate 
cautions underneath that headline. The department 
advises grocery shoppers to segregate different foods 
in different bags; to package meat and fish and poul-
try in small disposable plastic bags inside their tote 
bags; to wash and dry their tote bags carefully; to 
store the tote bags in a cool, dry place; and never to 
reuse the grocery tote bags for anything but food.  

How could that possibly be a “smart choice” for public 
health? Anyone who has studied consumer behavior 
knows that it’s hopelessly unrealistic to expect people 
to follow all those steps. If the Department of Health 
actually prioritized public health, it would acknowledge 
what food manufacturers and grocers have known for 
decades: disposable plastic is the cheapest, simplest, 
and safest way to prevent foodborne illnesses.  

Instead, leaders in New York and other states are or-

(Continued on page 18) 



 Dear COLAB Members,   

Did you know that lessening the burden of government is a bonafide and legitimate 
function of a charitable endeavor, i.e. a 501c3 tax exempt foundation?  Is that not a 
cause you can believe in and support?  Well, thankfully, COLAB now has its own 
foundation!!! 

COLAB can now raise funds from other foundations, as well as, individuals who don’t 
own their own business!  That means that everyone who contributes to the COLAB 
Foundation can write off their contributions. 

The COLAB Foundation is a public charity formed to procure funding for the Santa 
Barbara County Coalition of Labor, Agriculture and Business (COLAB) and other se-
lect non-profit entities to advance education and science, combat community deterio-
ration and lessen the burden of government. 

Of course, the donations to the COLAB Foundation can only be used to educate the 
public about the work that COLAB and others are doing in our community, but we 
have been educating people all along!  

The COLAB Foundation! 

Donations are tax-deductible as a charitable contribution!  

Please send your contribution to: 

The COLAB Foundation 

PO Box 7523 

Santa Maria, CA 93456 

Or online at: 

http://www.colabsbc.org/COLAB-foundation-form.php 

Donations to the COLAB Foundation are deductible IRC 170 as the foundation 

is an IRS approver 501 C3 charity. 

Our EIN is 81-1088586 

Page 14 Volume 8 Issue 4  COLAB Magazine  

 



Even in Crisis, Union Priorities Win Cont. 

Page 15  Volume 8 Issue 4  COLAB Magazine  

Second, we’re all supposed to be sheltering in place 
[7], which means staying at home. So working at 
home is the only sensible option for most people. 
Most work-at-home opportunities are freelance, so 
they essentially are illegal for workers in many indus-
tries here. By not suspending AB 5, Newsom is forc-
ing people to leave their homes and interact in public 
in order to pay their bills. That’s not just counterpro-
ductive but also unconscionable — especially in the 
current crisis. 

Finally, AB 5 impedes some of the industries we need 
most in our quarantined society. Truckers bring food 
(and toilet paper) from across the country, although 
a federal court has fortunately [8] (although temporari-
ly) halted AB 5’s enforcement for interstate truckers. 
Delivery services bring groceries and restaurant food 
to our door, so that we don’t need to go to grocery 
stores and chance the spreading contagion. This law 
limits such services. 

Californians increasingly understand the impact of the 
law as it constricts their family budget. They need to 
apply more pressure in the political system — and 
now is a good time to do that. For in-
stance, Assemblyman Tyler Diep [9], a centrist Re-
publican from central Orange County, didn’t even 

(Continued from page 11) make the top-two runoff after coming in third in the 
March 3 primary. Opponents of his “yes” vote on AB 5 
had targeted him with a series of campaign mailers. 

Unfortunately, it’s harder to make the state’s Demo-
crats pay for their continued support for a law that was 
supposed to force companies to hire freelancers as 
permanent employees but has led to predictable 
layoffs instead. It’s too bad, because AB 5 [10] really 
is an impediment to the ability of Californians to deal 
with the coronavirus outbreak. 

Instead, the governor continues to push increasingly 
“out there [11]” measures that give government more 
power, but refuses to take the simple and obvious step 
of halting a government mandate that is forcing people 
to leave their homes, limiting trucking and delivery op-
erations, and leaving Californians unable to earn some 
cash while stuck largely at home. 

It’s not hard to understand why AB 5 has become sac-
rosanct. Newsom and his Democratic colleagues are 
beholden to the state’s unions [12]. But you’d think 
they could put the general good above their narrow 
interests — at least during the most troublesome 
times. 

Steven Greenhut is the Resident Senior Fellow and 
Western Region Director, of State Affairs at R Street 
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• schizophrenics howling at the voices in their heads. 

And it still goes on and still goes on and still goes on. Vi-
rus? What virus? 

Nothing that California’s state and local policymakers 
have done to-date have been effective in combating 
these crises, because their approach has been what they 
refer to as “housing first,” a policy that prioritizes provid-
ing housing prior to addressing behavioral issues. 
“Housing first” is a boondoggle, rewarding politically con-
nected members of the Homeless Industrial Complex. It 
will never solve the problem, even if for no other reason, 
then because of the astronomical costs. 

Venice Beach offers a perfect example of this failed ap-
proach, where a “temporary bridge housing” facility 
opened up in February. 

Two blocks from the Pacific Ocean, this shelter, one of 
26 either built or under construction in Los Angeles, 
holds 154 beds, supposedly to accommodate a home-
less population in Venice Beach that exceeds 1,000. The 
shelter cost $8 million and has an estimated annual 
budget of about $8 million. This is a preposterous waste 
of money, especially when considering how it operates: 
The shelter, which officially opened on February 26, 
does not require its residents to submit to counseling for 
substance abuse, much less require sobriety. It is a “wet” 
shelter, meaning inebriated residents can enter the shel-
ter with no restrictions. Even now, it has no curfew, 

(Continued from page 3) 

meaning residents can roam the streets at any 
hour of the day or night and still return to the 
shelter. It carries out no background checks on 
any of the residents. 

Worst of all, the shelter was marketed to resi-
dents as a way to compel homeless people to 
get off the streets and become “good neigh-
bors.” Once “supportive housing” was available, 
the law would permit police to evict the homeless 
who have set up permanent encampments in 
front of residents and businesses. A deadline of 
March 7th to evict the homeless came and went, 
however, and more homeless than ever are living 
for free on some of the most expensive real es-
tate on earth. 

The uptick in crime since this shelter opened has 
neighbors feeling like prisoners in their own 
homes. How ironic. The COVID-19 pandemic 
merely made that status official. 

Incredibly, the “permanent supportive housing” 
planned for Venice Beach includes destroying 
the last public beach parking so a monstrous 
apartment house can be built on the city owned 
property. Planned to have only 140 units, the 
construction costs and land values put the total 
project cost at over $200 million. By any sane 

(Continued on page 17) 
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definition, doing this is a crime against the hard working 
surrounding residents and against all taxpayers. 

Meanwhile, today, the rent-paying, mortgage paying, 
business lease paying residences and business owners 
in Venice Beach are being quarantined into financial ruin. 
Small businesses that survive on small margins can’t 
stay open. Landlords who only own one or two properties 
can’t collect rent because their tenants are out of work. 
And nothing the city, state, or federal government has 
done is helping. 

While politicians talk about interest free loans from the 
SBA, one has to wonder if any of these elected officials 
have ever tried to fast-track an SBA loan, or tried to get 
relief from a mortgage company. Retailers are small 
businesses, and these owners can’t just call the SBA 
and ask for a loan. There is the underwriting process, 
huge applications to fill out, a requirement for three years 
of financial statements. Getting credit approval for a loan 
is mind numbing. These are huge slow moving bureau-
cracies. Applicants have to go through all kinds of hoops 
to get funding and a 2-3 month turnaround is a very best 
case. Nothing is feasible within a month, so as small 
businesses fail up and down the state, where are the real 
time solutions? 

In an open letter emailed to Mayor Garcetti on 3/26, with 
copies sent to the LA City Council and an assortment of 
media outlets, Venice Beach resident Soledad Ursua of-
fered some practical suggestions to bring immediate re-
lief to beleaguered small business owners and landlords. 
In particular: 

1. Suspend LA County Property Taxes due April 10th. 
The average homeowner and small business owner 
is facing a $2,000 to $10,000 property tax bill. Cash 
is king during an economic crisis. What we need now 
more than ever, is to hold the cash we would other-
wise pay the County of LA, in order to navigate this 
economic storm. As our business partner, you must 
take a haircut in revenue, just as you expect all of us 
to do so. What is the point of the US Government 
sending out cash checks to individuals if we must 
only hand that over to LA City? 

2. Suspend all Sales Taxes for the next 6 months- Why 
on earth are we paying 9.5% in LA City sales taxes 
on essential goods why we try to stay alive – grocer-
ies, prescriptions, toilet paper, gas, bottled water, etc. 

(Continued from page 16) Perhaps you could lift sales taxes only on 
small businesses to incentivize Los Angeleñ-
os to shop local and keep our small busi-
nesses solvent during this crisis? 

These are reasonable suggestions. The chances 
they will be implemented are slim. 

Anyone living in Venice Beach or communicating 
with Venice Beach residents has abundant video 
and photographic evidence that while residents 

(Continued on page 18) 
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hunker down inside their homes, right now, their streets remain occupied by a roving army of unaccountable 
homeless, and it’s getting worse.  

For example, ever since COVID-19 came along, the weekly street cleaning has stopped. The consequences 
are predictable; what had been a string of tents is turning into semi-permanent structures. The shantytowns of 
Guatemala City have nothing on Rose Avenue in Venice Beach. 

There is no doubt that the authorities at all levels of government are dead serious in their efforts to contain the 
spread of COVID-19. This national health emergency has preempted constitutional rights that allow ordinary 
Americans freedom of movement. It ought therefore to have enough teeth to preempt whatever misguided ordi-
nances and court rulings have created the addiction, mental health, and crime crises we face, which masquer-
ade as a homeless and housing crisis. 

Mayor Garcetti: If and when COVID-19 spreads in a second wave, with unaccountable homeless populations 
as the vector, don’t blame the president. If a national health emergency doesn’t give you the legal tools and 
funds to clean up the streets of Los Angeles, nothing will. 

California’s laws to-date have made it a rational choice for many individuals to live on the streets. They can live 
in some of the most beautiful places in the world – the California coast – with free food, free shelter, with almost 
no rules to regulate their conduct. 

Katy Grimes, the Editor of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative Journalist covering the California 
State Capitol, and the co-author of California's War Against Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses? 

(Continued from page 17) 
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dering shoppers to make a more expensive, inconvenient, and risky choice—all to serve a green agenda that’s 
actually harmful to the environment. The ban on plastic bags will mean more trash in landfills (because paper 
bags take up so much more space than the thin disposable bags) and more greenhouse emissions (because of 
the larger carbon footprints of the replacement bags). And now, probably, it will also mean more people coming 
down with COVID-19 and other illnesses.  

John Tierney is a contributing editor of City Journal and a contributing science columnist for the New York 
Times. This article first appeared in the City Journal of March 16, 2020. 

(Continued from page 13) 


